Lady KAYE. 
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0 9 R Lab will 4 
ſerde, that the little 
eat [ now humbly 
lay before you, has. been wholly 
e with regard to the Conver- 
A 2 ſation 


The Dedication. 


[ation; which acc / 5 
N umber of excellent Ma . Bp 

on the holy Comminion, I am fn 
ſible» is very great; bus I hade 
conſin d my ſelf to conſider in as 
rational a Method as could, 
what may be generally requiſ7 1 
by way of Preparation to it : The - 
any continual Avocations in Town, | 


[ and three or four ſenſible AMidti- 


1 —— 


| ons, wherewith it has pleas d God | 

lately to viſit me, have contribu. 

ted to render me. Less capable "= 
| giving this Diſcourſe ſome Ad. 


vantages, which poſſſi bly ir had d 


| therwiſe recer'd. I "how 7th | 
] | End, however, 2 the P ub ia 705 2 


of it, that a proper Occaſion on is 
1 e given me of teſtifying to | 
1 the 


I be Dedication. 
I whe Morld, hom much I oe to 
| hour Lawdyſhip's Hons Goodneſs 
and Genenoſiy:' 

T9 I cannot omit 1 . an 
Opportunity of mentioning your 
Ladyſbip's Iuclination in general 

to Acls of Bene ficeuce, and eſpe- 
cially the Zeal and Aſfiduny 
wherewnh you always promote 
the Intereſts. of thoſe, whons. you 
baue ance honour d with any Ex- 
1  peftations of Favour, or the leaſt 
- | CJUhare in your Friend/bup. » 
| n is no Wonder, Madam, if . 
theſe bright Dualities, in conjun- 
| ton with an agreeable Perſon, 
an eas) Manner, aud lnely Turn 
: ef T hought, have render'd your. 
Laayſbip's Acquaintance ſo ge- 
„ 2 nerally 


The Dedication: 


think themſelves moſt happy, who 


| wh 9%. 
A to tbe 
this frnall- Tratt,. 87.1 is; 4 1 haue 
already intimated. 70 Specify the 
ſeveral Duties prepararroe tothe 


the! Prafice of them: Aud bo- 


JI would' by uo means enconrage- 


bed in ſome. Books on this Subjet ,, 

Il aecefſary to all Perſius, or that: 
ll without a Weeks Preparation, a 
OGbriſtiam is unqualifyd to _— 
at #he- Lord's Table, 


verally engaging ;. and that they 
are mot n vor ainted 5 


a incigal W if 14 


WO Lords: Suppen, and 10: enforce 


l any Peron 20 communicate bi. 
out due Preparation , yet I am far 
Vom thmimng. the Forms preſiri- 
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ike waa cc ! 


ples of Chriſt ill endenvonr” 7g. 


ſiaus were then" in. I do not 
Speak this to dl. — any. 


its Us e. _ f the Church, 
ation the Faithful abc 
every Day, uch a Condition had 


been in the Nature of it impru- 


Gicable, and all the true Diſci- 


be in the ſame habitual Dißpofi- 


tion to communicate, which Chri= 


thing that. may tend to promote 
real Pjery ; - butt as a Caution a- 
gainſt the common Pretences D. 
not communicating on account 0 fe 


the many Affairs and Diſtracti- 
ons of _ ar af do Want of 45 
me. pd 


Madam, 7 am very bre 


17 ve after all, it was not ne- 
. ary: 
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The Dedication. 
cefſary. for me to treat of this | 
Subjet# for your Ladyſhip's In- | 
formation: Il bat I had a par- 
cular Reſpect to in the Compoſe — | 

tion, was the Benefit of your | 
yours Daughter, whom you haus 
been all along [0 careful to form | 
upon the Principles of Piet), aa 
well as to adorn. with. all the exyj—- 
ternal Accompliſhments. proper to 
her Age and Sex, and wherein | 
ſhe has already made _ der- Y 
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| able Advances. 
But the Care, Madam, conceru- 


nun aà pious aud polite Education 
2» Children, was 7 admirably ex- 
empliſyd to you in the Conduct of 
the late Lady Marow, that did not 
your own Inclination and Jude= | © 
ment 


raken up in cultivating, 


muberein all ibe Principles of G = 


y 


Ibe D dication. 
ment determine you upon it in 
both Regards, yon told not pdf 


ſably be unminaful of ſ very 


* a Precedent in eitbe. 

I is particularly obſervd ß 
e Lara Biſhop of Litchfield, 
in his elegant and juſt Charatler 


of that pious Lady, that in dis- 


charging this Part vf her Duty, 


She had ingenuons Minds to deal 


with. This made me naturally 
reflect on that tender and happy 


| Dsfpoſuion, You dit /o cont? "oY 


neſs and In genuity have ſo early, 


and emmently 2 Nover a them- 


yy 


. | 


But 


—_— 
-) C 


The Dedication: 


Bus your Ladyſhip . is not more 


3 and exatt in per forming 
the Duties of your Maternal, than 


thoſe of your Conjugal Rela- 


tion. TI have never obſerd d, 


(and I have been honour d Ry: 


very frequent Opportunities of | 


confirming what I ſay) a more 


- remarkable Tenderneſs and Com- 


plaiſunce, under that facredTye, 
than on the Part of ' your Lauy- 


ſhip ; ; the I have not been able 


at any time to diſtinguiſh what 


was t9 be attributed to a Senſe of | 


Duty, and what\to your Inclina- 


tion. In Return, Madam, you | 


are equally happy m the Love 

and Efteem of a Gentleman, who 

merits the Love and Eſteem of all 
> n 


The Dedication. 

e | Perſous, and in particular of 
= | zhoſe, whom he has ſo well and 
3 ſo fanhfully repreſented 
* I have only to add my Prayers 

> | for your Ladyſhip's Healib and 
1 Happineſs, in all your, Rela- 
f tions, and in every Reſpett, and 
e- | = profe ſs my ſelf, with the g 
— of YI, 


i 


MADAM, 


? 

mu Ladyips 
1 Moft humble and 
„ EY 

Ef Moſt obedient Servant, 
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R. Fippzs. 
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mon Prejudices, read One Prejudice, upon whic 
Men may be apt to excuſe themſelves from ba 


the Lord's Supper, particularly obviated, - 
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Holy Sa- 


this 
ſhall- 
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concernin 
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Nature 


reſent, 
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| | | 2 AP reparative 70 

[ | ſons upon which it was inſtituted ; 
aud to chat end ſhall deſcribe it in the 

= following Terms. = 
; [ dye Lord's Supper is a holy Feaſt, „ 
3 «*:0f his own Appointment, to be cele- 1 


brated in his Church, by eating of 0 
Bread, and drinking of Wine, until his 
ſecond coming to judge the World. / 
The Lord's Supper is to be conſider 4 10 
under the Notion of a Feaſt, or publick- 1 4 
Entertainment. It has been a Cuſtom ' 5, 
throughout the World, to inſtitute Feaſts | 
in Memory of ſome extraordinary A- pe 
ion or Event; but eſpecially upon ap 
ſolemn Occaſions, when Men have of. ce 
fer'd Sacrifice, Feaſting has been 2 com- . N ble 
mon and ordinary Rite both among ed 
1 and Geitiles. 1 
This Rite, among the Gentiles; is | he 
refer d to in that Caution given by | er; 
Moſes,' Exod. xxxiv. 15: Leſt thou | be! 
male a Covenant with the Inhabitants | ſov 
of rbe Land, and da ſacri ier unto their | 
Gods, and one * thee, a thou eur 
of | 


o FA 


"135 
. 


we 


the Lord's Supper. 5 
of his Sacrifice.” And that it Was tt 
ſtomary in the time of Saint Paul, for 
the Heathen to feaſt upon their Sacri- 
fices, is evident from ſeveral Paſſages 
of his Writings. This is the Ground 
of what he declares in particular to the 
Corinthians, 1 Ep. x. 21. Ze cannot 
arink the Cup of the Lord, and the 
Cup of Devils ; qe cannot be Parta- 
kers of the Lord's 7. able, and rhe Ta a+ 
ble of Devils. 

The Practice of the Fews, oft pro- 
per Occaſions of their doing Sacrifice; 


| appears from that one Paſſage con: 


cerning the Sacrifice which was to be 
bleſſed by Samuel, and not to be feaſt: 
ed on, till it had received his Benedi- 
tion. The People will not cat until 


* he come, becauſe he doth bleſs the Sa. 
trie, and afterwards they eat that 
be bidden. 1 Sam. ix. 13. But the Paſ- 
ſover, a more ſpecial and direct Type 


of the Sacrifice of Chriſt: and to whom 


4 the ſame Denomination is therefore 
, 33 F: 2 B 2 given, 


* 


4 A P, eparative 10 


given, 1: Cor. vi g was obſerved a- 
mong the eu by feaſting on a Lamb, 
according to ſeveral Rites and Cere- 


monies preſerib d by God himſelf to 


that End. Immediately after Chriſt, 
the Lamb of God ſlain from the Fonn- 
dation of the. World, . had. aboliſh'd 
that Inſtitution , he appointed a Sup- 
per, to be keptas a ſtanding Memorial 
of his own. perfect ee upon the 
Croſs; by virtue of which alone, the 
Paſſover, and all other Sacrifices what- 
ever, were of any Significancy towards 
the Pardon of Sin, -or the Reconcilia- 
tion of Sinners to God. 


It is 2 holy Feaſt, A Feaſt which 


in the Original and great Deſign of it 


was founded by our bleſſed Saviour up- 
on Reaſons of Piety and Religion; 


- * 2 
them. * 
1 5" ot g 
4 x 


WS 


which we muſt therefore approach and 
ſolemnize after ſuch a manner, as may 
viſibly teſtify, a due Regard. to theſe ; 
Ends, and our Zeal. for promoting 
So that notwithſtanding the | 

2 Acts | 


are naturally Concomirants of Joy, 


F of a Feaſt ſuppoſes a 7 Co) en, free; 


Account concerning the Deſign and 


* 


the Lord's 's Super L. 
Acts of Praiſe and Thankſgiving g, which 


wherewith this -holy Feaſt ought to be 
celebrated, we muſt comport our ſelyes 
at it in'the moſt attentive, the moſt 
gere and devout manner. | 

It has indeed been objected ant 
the Strictheſs and Solemnity of Beha- 
viour wherewith' we'uſally appear at 
the Lord's Table, that the very Nature 


and diſengag d Manner. A Feaſt, ſays 
Solomon; i made for Lagern and 
Wine makethmerry, Eccleſ.x.'rg. This 


End of Feaſting 'is very natural, with 
reſpect to the ordinary Entertainments 

in Civil Life: And had the Lord's 
scbger been only deſign d as a Sacrifice 
of Praiſe and Thankſgiving in Memo- 
ry of his Death, what is here pretend- 
ed. would have had ſome greater Ap- 
pearance at leaſt of a reaſonable Foun- 
dation. But when we conſider farther, 
| B 3 | that: 


6 A Preparative to 
that this holySacrament was not merely 
inſtituted for a cqatinual Remembrance 
of the Death of Chriſt, but as a fide- 
ral Rite to conſirm the Benefits of it 
to humble and contrite Sinners; un- 
der this Notion of it, which ought ne. 
yer to be ſeparated from the other, we 
cannot approach the Lord's Table with 
too high Sentiments of Piety, or too 

profound Expreſſions of an ern, 
Reverence. 

What is here ſaid: is: a ſafficient Vin- 
dicati ion of the Judgment of our Church, 

in the pious and excellent Diſpoſition 
it has made towards our receiving the 
holy Sacrament, after a manner ſuita- 
ble to the Digniry and Sacredneſs of 
it; and particularly by requiring us to 
receive it on our Knees: Nuceliug be- 
ing a Poſture, in the ordinary and ſta- 
ted Signification of it, of all others the 
moſt humble, and whereby we at once 
moſt ſenſibly acknowledge our own 
Demerits, and the maſt awful Regard 


to: 
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the Lord's Supper. 7 
ro thoſe,. before whom we preſent. our 
ſelves. It is true, this was not the Poſture 
wherein the Apoſtles of our Lord firſt 


! communicated; He might out of his 


great Condeſcenſion, and the Circum- 
ſtances he was then in, treat them with a 
Familiarity, upon which it does not now 
become us, and in hisState of Exaltation, 

to preſume. Beſides, while we con- 
ſult and purſue the Ends of any Inſti- 
tution, it is not neceſſary that we ſhonld 
obſerve all the particular Circumſtances, 
which firſt occaſionally attended the 
Obferyance of it. If it were, we dught 
not to communicate at the Lord's Ta- 
ble, but after Supper, in an upper 
Room, and where the Number of Com 
municants ſhould never exceed thirteen. 
Nay, if we were to argue from all the 

Circumſtances wherewith this holy Ban- 
quet was firſt celebrated, we muſt nei- 
ther partake of it in a kneeling, nor a 


fitting, but in a recumbent or leaning 


— Tho” this being one of thoſe 
B 4 Ar- 


8 A Preparative to 
Arguments, which if it proye any thing, 
muſt; even in the Opinion of thole 
who urge it; prove too much; I need 
add nothing farther in diſproof of it. 
And yet I do not know whether 
the Diſorders which St. Paul complains 
of among the Corinthians in his Time, 
when they met together to communi- 
cate at the Lord's Table, did not pro- 
ceed from the Prejudice Thave taken oc- 
caſion to mention: Ir ſeems from the 
Intemperance and Exceſs they gave 
themſelves up to in their Love-Feaſts; 
Which were conſtantly then prepar d 
before they receiv d the Lord's Supper; 
that they look d upon it as little more 
chan an eee gere of Feſtivity and 
Mirth., without / regard to thoſe holy 
and ſpiritual Affections wherewith they 
ought to have come qualify'd for the 
Reception of it. Upon this Account 
the Apoſtle charges them with not diſe 
gerniug the Lord's Body, or not put- 
Sing a Difference between the manner 
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7 Lord's Table, 
friendly 


the Lord's Supper. 9 
of their appearing and feaſting at the 
and at any common 
Repaſt, - where they might 
think it more allowable, at leaſt more 
decent, to diſcover a Temper leſs: re- 
ſerv'd, and indulge their ID to a 
greater Libertx. 

Of his own Appointment. Atl Ap⸗ 
pointments of our Eccleſiaſtical Supe- 
riors, wherever the Superiority of the 
Eecleſiaſtical Power is lodg'd, have in 
effect the Force of a Divine Command 
to us; provided they really tend to the 
Edification of the Church, and the Ad- 
vancement of true Piety and Religion. 
Ido not know any Truth more incon- 
teſtable, except to Perſons: whoſe Reli- 
gion principally conſiſts in raiſing con- 
tinual- Scruples, and in a. Reſolution: 
never to be ſatisfy d with the cleareſt 
Anſwers to them. But in the preſent 
Argument we have not dnly the Rea- 
ſor of the thing evidently on our ſide, 
but che Authority of our bleſſed Lord 
201 | B 7 him 
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A Preparatroe to 
himſelf : And in particular, to men- 
tion no other Inſtances of his comply- 
ing with the Rites of the Jewiſh Church, 
by his obſerving their Feaſt of the De- 
dication, tho' it had no Sanction from 
any poſi tive Order of God. © 
Yet even in Divine Eſtabliſhments, 


tho every one of them does indiſpen- 
fably- oblige the Conſcience, ſome of 


them may {till carry a more direct Au- 
thority and greater Force, in regard 
to the Divinity of the Perſon who de- 
livers them, or to certain extraordinae 


ry Circumſtances,. on occaſion whereof | 


they are deliver d. We are, upon both 


Conſiderations, under the ſtrongeſt Eu- 
gagement faithfully to obſerve our Sa- 


you 8 Inſtitution of the holy Sacra · 

The Apoſtle, to make the Go- 
3 more ſenſible of the notorious- 
Scandal and Profanation wherewith- 


they were charged, for communicating. | 


after ſo unworthy a manner at this holy 
Fea, "lake them char e leſs Pers 
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| the Lord's Supper. 11 
2n- ſon than the Lord himſelf was theFoun- 
ly- der of it. And to give what he ſaid 
ch, the ſtronger Impreſſion, he cites our 
De- 3 Saviour's Authority for it in repeated 
om Terms. I have, ſays he, received of 

N the Lord, that vhich T alſo deliver d 
ts, unto Jou, That the Lord Jeſus, the ſame 
en- - Night in which he was betrayed, tool 
of. | Bread. And, when be had given 
u- Thanks, he brake it, aud ſaid, Tale, eat, 
ard: his is my Body which is broken for your 
de- This do in Remembrance of me. After 
na- | the ſame manner alſo He-took the Cup; 
of | when he had ſuppod, faying, This Cup 
the it the Net Teſtament in my Blood: this 
n- 4a pe, as oft as ye ſhall drink it, in Re. 
Sa- ! membrance of me. 1 Cor. xi 23, 24. 25. 
What St. Pau} here declares concern. 
ing this Divine Ordinance upon the 
Feſtimony of a particular Revelation, 
perfectly agrees with the —_— or 
| recorded by the Evangeliſts!. / 4 
ly The Circumſances which aircaied 
er⸗ | | his 1 afford us alſo very pow 

7 N B 5 etrful 


PR, OS Ee Fs TNT WRT 
*. 6 
—_— 


— — p —— * 
A 


Rs _ ad ky * n 
* — 5 — . 
—— > wy A 5, E. as - 
—— — 8 
4 5 F 0 
5 0 1 , 
7 2 — 5 


— rn 2 - 0p" ens + * 
— ” be But 
S * Nr. — ee "3. 
1 4 . — by g — Ine 


1 — 3 
= . —— 2 


9 
bo nigh 7 


—ͤ—̃—— wang — os L 


12 A Preparative to 

erful Mo tives to enforce the Obſervance 
of it. Our bleſſed Saviour left it in 
charge to his Diſciples immediately be- 
fore his Death. Now there is ſome- 


thing ſo ſolemn, and which we are 


even apt to look upon as ſacred, in the 
laſt Will: of a dying Friend, tho' what 
he recommends to us be only in the 
way of Requeſt, that we apprehend 
our ſelves under an Obligation to exe- 
cute it, which cannot upon any Pre- 
rence. be eaſily diſpens d with. It was 
given us in Command by our dying 
Lord, when he was going to ſuffer 
Death for our ſules. This is a Cir- 
cumſtance of ſo ſtrong and peculiar a 


Force; that it may ſeem incapable of 


being farther enforc'd by any additio- 
nal Conſideration. 
than this hath no Man, that he lay 
down: his Life for his Friend. 
And yet what the Apoſtle part icu- 


larly obſeryes, by a ſpecial Direction 


of * Spin of God, that this Com- 
mand 


For greater Love 


> 2 

1 7 
be 
3 
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the Lord's Supper. 1 _, 


mand was given by our Lord, in the 


| Jame Night that he was betrayed, im- 
prints ſtill upon our Minds a more live- 
ly and powerful Senſe of his Love to- 
wards us. For what manner of Love 


Was this; the Current whereof ran ſo 


ſtrong,” that ſo many and great Obſta- 
cles would not put a Stop, or give the 
leaſt Diverſion to it? The baſe, the 
treacherous, and which included every 
other Crime, the ungrateful Uſage our 


| Saviour met with in Return of all his 


paſt Favours, was ſo far from making 
him repent of them, that he takes the 
very Occaſion of his being betray' d, 
to ſhew the invincible Force of his 
Love, wherewith he loved Mankind, 
and appoints a ſolemn Rite of ſumming 
up and conveying all his Favours, as it 
were, in one to them. This was a 
Love, in the viſible Effects of it, ſo 
wondrous and ſurpaſſing, that we may 
juſtly rerm it not only ſtronger than 
Death, but 'than the molt liy ely and 
POW: 
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14 A Preparative to 


powerful Senſe of all the grievous, pro- 
voking Circumſtances, under which 


an innocent Perſon can be ſuppoſed 
to die. 


To be eee in FA Charch. The 


Church of Chriſt is a Society of Per- 


ſons profeſſing Chriſtianity, form'd up- 
on thoſe Rules and Conſtitutions which 


he has preſcrib'd for the Government 


of it, by Perſons, to whom he has given 
Authority to that End. For the Church 
of Chriſt maſt be ſuppos'd' a regular | 
Society, both in regard to his Wiſdom, 
and the Characters whereby it is de- 


ſerib'd in Scripture, of a Houſbold, a 


Building, and a City. But there can. 
be no Order where there is no Govern- 
ment; and there can be no regular Go- 
vernment, where proper Perſons are 
not authoriz d and appointed to 44 


Fern. 
From the Principles here laid down, 


_ two following Propoſi — WAR 


it. . be evidently deduc d. 
T. Thas 


KN Au AA A - 


the Lord's Supper. 15 Wl 
ro- 1. That none but Perſons profeſling ³⁵ 
ich J Chriſtianity, have a Right to the Pri- 
ſed 7 vileges of the Chriſtian Church, or So- 
8 ciery; efpecially ſuch Privileges as are 
he 7 peculiar to it, and diſtinguiſh it from 
er- all other Societies. 1 
p- 7 2. That no Perſons, tho they do 
ch F profeſs Chriſtianity, can yet lay claim 
nt do thoſe Privileges, if they do not con- 
en form to the Rules which Chriſt has 
ch preſcrib d for the Conveyance of them, 
„ buy a due and competent Authority: 
n,, Ihe former of theſe Propoſitions 
e- will not be diſputed. Nothing appears 
a: plainer, than that a Right to the Privi- 
n. } leges of any Society, conſider d as a 
Scciety, can only belong to the Mem; 
— 3 bers of it, or to ſueh Perſons at leaſt 
e | as-are qualify'd and defirous-r0 he ad. 
- 7 mitted inte it, by thoſe who have a: 
Power of admitting them. It is no 
; | Els univerſally agreed. that a Right to 
2 of the Lord's Supper, is one of 
dent and diſtinguiſhing Pri- 


vileges 
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A Preparatroe Zo 
there onght to be proper Perſons au- 
fition ; 


Whether, in certain Caſes, it may 
not be lawful for Chriſtians to partake 


of the holy Sacrament from the Hands 


of thoſe, who yer have no Authority 


of his Church, and the Powers, where- 
with the. Governors of i it were firſt in- 
yeſlted? © 

The Member of the Church of Dog: 


not almoſt univerſally, hold this Que- 
ſtion 1 in the negative. They think no 
Perſon,” upon any Pretence whatever, 
can take upon him to diſpenſe the Pri- 
vileges of a Society, but in Conformi- 
ty to the Laws Which conſtitute it a 


Society; whereby it ought to be. go- 
vez by virtue of which the Gover- 


I 


> nors 


vileges ofthe Chriſtian Church, and that 


But the great 


ro adminiſter it, according to the Rules 
preſcrib'd by Chriſt for the Government 


land, if T miſtake not, do generally, if 


1 


Ya 


L . . RY Io x "A 
ET OE x wW6=" "3 Ee pe EOS 
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FFP 


ie Lords Supp. ig 


nors of it originally acted, and have 


ſince tranſmitted ſucceſſively to others, 


the Powers which they then receiv d. 
But if notwithſtanding contrary to 


all Rule, and in Contempt of all juſt 
Authority, Men will ſtill pretend a 


Power of adminiſtring either of the ho! 


ly Sacraments; 'tho':their Adminiſtra- 


tions.were nor to be conſider'd. merely 
as ſo many ſolemn Nallities, we can- 
not however but look upon them in 


the moſt favourable Light, as Ry 
I and irregular. 


How far God may diſpenſe with che 


Resch of his own Ordinances, we do 
not ' preſume. to determine. Secret 


things belong to him. It is our Part 
to judge concerning the Nature of 
Things from what is reveal'd, and ac- 


cording to the moſt reaſonable Appear- 
ances of them. But we do not limit 


the Mercy of God, with reſpect to 
thoſe who have broke into the Conſti- 


tution of his Church, or continue in 


ſuch. 
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ſuch a Breach through Ignorance; or 
in Caſe, (if ever there was ſuch a Caſe 


in the World) of invincible Neceſſity; 


eſpecially where People do not offend 


of malicious Wickedneſs, God, who 


beſt knows the Defects of their {&veral 


Capacities, the Strength of their Pre- 
Judices, and the Simplicity of their 
Hearts, may be graciouſly inclin'd to 


make thoſe Allowances to them in the 
Violation of his Ordinances, which Men 
_ cannot make. And this is as far as 
Charity can go. or we have any Grounds 


in Reaſon, or any Authority from Di- 
vine Revelation to extend it. 

But ſtill we ſay, 
ought only to be adminiſtred by Per- 
{ons duly authoriz d; that tis the ſa- 
feſt way ſor us to receive them from 
the Hands of ſuch Perſons; and that 


when we receive them from the Hands 


of thoſe whom we have any Cauſe of 


e not to be ſo authoriz d. we 
may 


the Sacraments 
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> the Lord's Supper. 19 
may be juſtly ſaſpected of wanting both 
2 Piery and Prudence our ſelves. 
| It is the more neceſſary to rectify 
the Judgments of Men in this Matter, 
from the Attempts which of late have 
been ſo vigorouſly made, towards de- 
ſtroying the Rights of the Miniſterial 
Function, by ſuppoſing that they do 
not depend upon any divine poſitive 
Inſtitution of Chriſt, but upon the ar- 
bitrary Will of the Civil Magiſtrate; 
who has therefore Power to create, to 
alter, and ſuperſede; and ſor the ſame 
> Reaſon, if the good of the Stare fo re- 
_ 2. quire, even to annihilate them. 

It; has upon this Principle been laid 
down as a Maxim, that The Clark has 
4s good a Right to adminiſter the Sa- 
” crament as the Parſon. So, out of a 
particular Regard to the legal Miniſter, 
(for in their Account he is no other) 
the Enemies of our Order are pleaſed 
to ſtyle him; tho' the Word conſider'd 
in it ſelf, is not attended with the Idea 
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of Contempt which they have endea- 
vour'd to fix upon it, more out of Ig- 
norance it is to be hoped, than a pre- 
penſe Malice. In the later Attacks 
which have heen made on the Rights 


ef Chriſtianity, and of the ſacred Or- 


der in particular, tho“ a a greater Decen- 
c has been obſer vd, and Men have 
learn d to exprefs themſelves in ſofter: 
and more diſtant Terms; yet the gene- 


ral Deſign of ſubverting all Order and 


Government in the Church, and: redu· 


.cing it to a Precarious State, which if 


a ſpecial Providence of Ged ſhould: 
not interpoſe, would by degrees. pre: 


pare the Way for introducing at the 5 


beſt a more refin'd Heatheniſm: This 
Deſign, I ſay, is ſtill carry d on with 
the lame ona and Sedulity aS 
ever. ly 


Tam far front e 0 Charge 


againſt any Perſons, but rhoſe who are 


immediately concern'd, in contributing 
oy their Writings or Diſcourſes to faci- 
litate- 


4 


—— — 


the Lord's K Upper. 21 
litate the Execution of ſo pernicious a 
Deſign; and hich itꝭ is extremely dif: 


ficult, upon any Principle of Charity, 


to reconcile with the pompous Profeſ- 
ſions they make, of a Concern for pro- 


moting the real Intereſts of Chriſtiani- 


ty. Is it uncharitable to ſuppoſe, that 
what theſe Men have principally in 
view, is to offer an acceptable Sacrifice 
to the ſecular Powers? which yet thoſe 
Powers ought not, even upon ſecular 
nen to accept: Since, to 
mention no other obvious Reaſons for 
what 1 ſay, the aboliſhing Chriſtianity, 
to which their Schemes directly tend, 
would take away the ſtrongeſt and 


moſt powerful Supports of Civil Go- 


vernment, which can be contriv'd for 
the Preſervation and Security of it. 
But leſt what I have here advanced, 
ſhould be thought as precarious; as —_ 
dangerous Notions. here condemn A. i 
may not Ichope be amiiſs, bn ſe Im- 
Dan tant an Oceaſion: in as fewWardsab 
* poſ- 
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Unreaſonableneſs of them. 


poſſible, ro expoſe the Falſhood and 
And, 

1. This Principle, That the Mini. 
ſterial Powers are deriv d from the State, 


is directly contrary to the publick udg- 
ment of that particular Conſtitution , 
under which we live, (Artic. of Rel. 37.) 
whereby Secular Princes are excluded 
the Office of miniſtring either God's 


Word, or of the Sacraments. 


The 


2588 ” 
5 
3 
N 


Right therefore of exerciſing which 
Office, Queen Elizabeth in her In- 
junctions more expreſſly diſclaim d. But 
nothing, I conceive, can be more plain, 
than that a Power deriv'd from another 
Perſon muſt be eminently, or however 
virtually veſted in that Perſon. For it 
is impoſſible for any one ro.communi- 
cate what he has not. P's, 
Saul in particular id not conſule as 
he ought to have done upoſi this Hypo- 
theſis, what was owing to his Supre- 
macy as Head of the Fe&wi/h Church: 
Eo he excuſes himſelf for having taken 
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upon 


up 
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ceſſity, 
; | in effect diſowning all other Pretenſions 


the Lord's Supper. 23 
upon him to offer Sacrifice in the Ab- 
ſence of Samuel, upon Pretence of Ne- 


1 Fam. xiii. II, 12, Which was 


to that Office. But that he had none, 


appears from the immediate Denuncia- 
tion of God's Judgment upon him, 
which terminated in the Loſs of his 
: Royal Dignity to himſelf and to his 
7 Houſe for ever. Here we may obſerve 
3 in Fact an independent Right of the Ec- 
4 29 from that of the Civil Pow- 


And if this be acknowledg'd, as 


I 9 ſeems no way of evading the 
2 Conceſſion of it, to thoſe who believe 

the Scriptures, then there is an end at 
once of the Contradiction, which the 
Independency of thoſe two Powers is 
ſaid to imply. For a Contradiction can 
never be imply'd in ſuppoſing unt what 
has been may be. 


2. If it be true * the Eecleſiaſti 


cal Government, as inſtituted by our 
1 Saviour, is alterable at: the Diſcretion 


of 
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of the Civil-Magiſtrare,'it is impoffible 

to form any clear or diſtinct Idea con- 
cerning the Unity of his Church. For 
upon this Principle, it will not be one 

Society, but as many as the ſeveral 
Chriſtian Princes in the World may 
think fit to mould it into. Inſtead 
them of a regular compact 1 as 4 


the Scriptures ſuppoſe the Church, 


would be much more natural to . 
lent it by an incoherent Heap of un- 
form d Stones, and without any thing 
to cement them: Or inſtead of a City 
which is at Unity with it ſelf; as the 


Church is prophetically deſcrib'd, it 


would be only a confus'd Multitude, or I 
mall I call them, Medley of Chriſtians, 
without any viſible Sign that Chriſtia- 
nityrwyus ever: deſignd by the Author 


of it, as a wiſe and regular Inſtitution. 


The Enemies of our Jion would then 3 


haye ſome more: reaſonable Pretence, 


Ar they paſs by, to claptheir Hand. 
— Head at 
the I 


the Lord's & upper. 24 5 


the Daughter of Jeruſalem, ſaying, Ts 
this the City, Men call the Herfection 
of Beauty ? Lam. ii. 15, 


As to the Plea. of Neceſſiy' for the 


2 Adminiſtration of the Sacraments in 
| Churches, (1 ſpeak the common Dia- 


let) where the Adminiſtrator has no 


; F egular Or authentick Commiſſion; ad- 


mitting, I ſay, that Neceſſity is in 
ſome Caſes above all Rules, yet this 


Maxim ought not to hold in ſuch Ca- 
ſes, where there is no abſolute Neceſſi- 


ity ty for the thing it ſelf, in order to 


J which the Rule is diſpens'd with. Now 


it the Doctrine of the Church concerning 


1 the Sacraments, is, that they are ge- 
nerall) neceſſary to &. alvation; and 


ia: 4 therefore where they are adwiniſtr ed 
or by a proper Authority, there lies a Ne- 
n. ceſſity upon all Perſons duly qualify'd 

to receive them; but where they are 


not fo adwiniſtred; that Neceſſity cea- 


ſes, and the Obligation founded upon 


it is is diſcharg d. An involuntary Omiſ- 


5 ſion 


OF, 9 
. 1 N ks 
N — > ISLET... t.. ad Z 
[ N *% g 0 
* LY 2 p - * _ —_ n 3 Wy __ 7 
2 p . mo ned 
— — "7 * — a : K 
3 0 N 5 — "7 * * 4A 8 E 
THEY _ , * _ — I n 8 —— 1 — I 4 
* 1 _ * 
4 227 &* 2 * ä ” * ith C : - 
- * k 4 "SY my * _ 0 * 23 o 
3 * ea — r. — 
= , foes nt — —— : 
*. , 9 ** 5 — * f 
„„ ap 4.» "hi — <r< Soha a 
7 > T — 


—— 
3x. Abd — "of". | ne 
3 


3 
N a 7 


p 
— 
. Saas. Ihe 
2 PR 
: > vg Grd 
4 = 
: — 
5 * „„ * * 1 
Ee ol 


—u— —— 33 
gh Go. 
oP. * 2 N 
1 , — — 


— 
— + ET OY 2 — 
* — F 222 . ſe —X 4 E 
OE EE ä SIE EEE, 
— S 
: | eee 


—— mw —— en Y 
4 
Vw. 


26 4 Preparative to 


ſion, ariſing from a reaſonable Fear of | v 
offending God, is certainly preferable n 
to an unlaw ful, offenſive Uſage of any 
Divine Ordinance whatever. We may m 
farther add, that ſince the Sacraments w 
do not operate by any natural Efficien- f th 
cy, but purely as they are of God's 
Inſtitution ; to apply them contrary ro | 
his Inſtitution, is in effect to apply no- 
thing; nothing, that his Grace or Be. 
nediction can oy i OTH to accom- 
Pany. 2 1 air 
If it be ſaid, that the Cafe is alter d lar 
from what I have repreſentedi it, when the 
a Society of Chriſtians are once grown ] 


up to a regulated 'Conſtiturion , tho 3 bo 


the Methods of eſtabliſhing it were Ch 


from the Beginning out of all Rule; I | #{cr 
ſhall only anſwer, that this way of ar- Hhoz 
guing ſeems to convey as much Light cer: 
to one's Mind, as if it ſhould be aid, | 
the higher you raiſe a crooked Pillar, men 
the ſtreighter it will grow, anda greater it v 
Ae of Perſons may ſtand upon it fide 


the 


with 
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r of | with more Safety, tho' it ſtand upon 
ible no regular Foundation it ſelf. 
any I mention theſe things to ſhew, how 
nay much it concerns us to take Care, thar 
nts wie may receive the holy Sacraments in 
ien- that Communion of Chrilt's Church, 
od's where we are aſſur'd they are admini- 
= ro | | era by Perſons duly authoriz'd. But 
no- above all, that we ſhould be cautious 
be. how we partake in thoſe Adminiſtra- 
om- tions of them, which are perform'd in 
| direct and ayow'd Oppoſition to the 
erd lauful Authority, and even without 
hen | che very Pretence of Neceſſity. 
»wn It is really ſtrange, that thoſe who 
tho Leparate from the Communion of the 
vere Church, and are ſo very tender and 
; I ſcrupulous in Caſes of little Importance, 
ar. ſhould yet in a Caſe of ſo near Con- 
igt cernment to them, as that relating to 
ſaid, the Adminiſtration of the holy Sacra- 
Har, ments, be eaſy and unconcern'd, as if 
ater it were wholly indifferent on which 
on it ide of the Queſtion they ſhould deter- 
with C 2 mine 
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28 A Preparative to 
mine themſelves. If Men have in rea- 
lity tender Conſciences, why do not 
they diſcover their Doubts where there 
is viſibly moſt Reaſon for them, and 
where an Error is certainly of the moſt | 
dangerous Conſequence to them ? 
I am ſenſible the Principles here laid 


down, will be thought by ſome Per- 10 


ſons harſh and uncharitable; and that 8. 


there are ſome very hard Conſequen- 8. 


40 


ces which appear to follow from them. P. 
In anſwer to which, I ſhall only beg 


leave to recite what I have ſaid on an- 
other Occaſion ; ** That no Man, or 
Society of Men, is anſwerable rol 
any Conſequences of an Opinion, 
provided the Opinion it ſelf be true 
and well- grounded. If we paſt th: 
no Judgment upon the Errors ol of 
Men, but what the Scriptures au. to 
% thorize, it is not our Fault, chai me 
great Numbers are carry d away with 
them. To ſuppoſe Uncharitableneſſ 
in ſuch a * is to bring th 
Charg 


2 


| An 


the Lord's Supper. 19 
rea- Charge of it againſt the Scriptures, 
not i | © not againſt us, who are to Judge by 
here the Rules of it. 
and 9 By Eating of Bread, and Drinking | 
moſt of Wine. Bread is the moſt ſtrong and 

ordinary Support of the animal Life, 
jaid and therefore a proper Emblem of that 
Per- fpiricual and ſalutary Food in the holy 
that} Sacrament, whereby the Life of the 
uen- Soul is ſuſtain'd. It is alſo a moſt /mple 
hem. Food, and in this reſpect too was wile- 
beg 2 ly appointed by our Saviour, a Part of 
21 an our Entertainment at a Feaſt, which 
1, Or F was principally inſtituted not to oratify 
> for} our bodily Appetites, but for facred 
nion, and religious Ends. 
true But Drink being no leſs neceſſary 
pafs than Meat, towards ſupporting the Liſe 
rs OY of the Body; our Saviour, to repreſent 
s au, to us the Efficacy of the holy Sacra- 
4 ment in all reſpects towards our ſpiri- 
4 tual Nutriment, and Growth in Grace, 
leneſſſ has appointed Wine for the other Part 
g chi or Ingredient, whereof his Supper is to 
barg C 3 be 
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mine themſelves. If Men have in rea- 
lity tender Conſciences, why do not 
they diſcover their Doubts where there 
is viſibly moſt Reaſon for them, and 
where an Error is certainly of the moſt 
dangerous Conſequence to them? 

I am ſenſible the Principles here laid 
down, will be thought by ſome Per- 
ſons harſh and uncharitable; and that 
there are ſome very hard Conſequen- 
ces which appear to follow from them. 
In anſwer-to which, I ſhall only beg 
leave to recite what I have ſaid on an- 
other Occaſion ; ** That no Man, or 
Society of Men, is anſwerable for 
i any Conſequences of an Opinion, 
provided the Opinion it ſelf be true 
and well- grounded. If we pats 
no Judgment upon the Errors of 
Men, but what the Scriptures au- 

% thorize, it is not our Fault, that 
great Numbers are carry'daway with 
+ them. To ſuppoſe Uncharitablenels 
« in ſucha TORO. is to bring the 

Charge 
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Charge of it againſt the Scriptures, 
not againſt us, who are to Judge by 


the Rules of it. p 
By Eating of Bread, and Drinking '2Y 


of Wine. Bread is the moſt ſtrong and 


ordinary Support of rhe animal Life, 


and therefore a proper Emblem of that 


ſpiritual and ſalutary Food in the holy 


Sacrament, whereby the Life of the 


Soul is ſuſtain'd. It is alſo a moſt /mple 
Food, and in this reſpect too was wiſe- 


ly appointed by our Saviour, a Part of 
our Entertainment at a Feaſt, which 


was principally inſtituted not to gratify 
our bodily Appetites, but for ſacred 
and religious Ends. 

But Drink being no leſs neces 


than Meat, towards ſupporting the Liſe 


of the Body ; our Saviour, to repreſent 
to u3 the Efficacy of the holy Sacra- 
ment in all reſpects towards our ſpiri- 


tual Nutriment, and Growth in Grace, 


has appointed Wine for the other Part 


or Ingredient, whereof his Supper is to 
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30 AA Preparatiue ro 

be compos d. And this Appointment 
ſeems very agreeable both to thoſe fi- 
gurative Expreſſions whereby Jeſus 
Chriſt is repreſented, as the true Vine, 
Jobn xv. 1. and the Wine-preſſ of his 
Father's Wrath ; If. Ixiii. 2. and alſo 
to the Nature and Quality of Wine, 
the Blood of the Grape, which is pro- 
per to refreſh and exhilarate the Spirits; 
as the Blood of Chriſt ſhed upon the 
Croſs, and communicated to us in the 
holy Sacrament, is to revive and com- 
fort poor diſconſolate Sinners. 

Until his ſecond coming to judge 
the World. Upon the Inſtitution of 
the Paſſover, God declares to the 
People of the Fews by Moſes ; This 
Day ſhall be to you for a Memorial, 
and you ſhall keep it a Feaſt to the 
Lord throughout your Generations ; 
you ſhall keep it a Feaſt by an Ordi- 
nance for ever. That is, according 
to the uſual Import of the Phraſe in 


the Old Teſtament, ſo long as the Jew- 
L 3 om 


* 
- 


the Lord's Supper. 3 
iſh Diſpenſation ſhoald- continue in 
Force: But ſince it is expir'd, and the 


Lord's Supper, the Chriſtian Paſſover, 


has been inſtituted in Memory of 
Chriſt's Sacrifice upon the Croſs, as the 


Jewiſh Paſſover was by way of typical 


Reference to it : This Memorial is to 
be obſerv'd, from Parity of Reaſon, by 


all Chriſtians, in all ſucceeding Ages to 


the End of the World. Our Lord in- 
deed has not particularly determin'd, 

tho' I ſhall ſhew afterwards the Apoſtle 
St. Paul has, how long this divine Or- 


dinance ſhould continue to oblige. But 


this can be no Argument againſt the 


Perpetuity of it; for where a Command 


in general is given, and without Limi- 
ration of Time, ſo long as the Reaſons 
of it's continuing in Force do not ceaſe, 


but the Power of them is rather evi- 


dently augmented, fo long ſuch a Com- 


mand is certainly obligatory. But what 


is here obſerved, will receive a more 
particular Confirmation, from what I 
C4 am. 
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32 APreparatme to 
am in the next en proceeding to 
conſider. | 


— Wot 


— 
£ \ 4 
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The Ends for which the Lord's Sup- 
per was een, ou 


Great Number of gent 0 com⸗ 

mands in the Old Teſtament, 
ſeem to have had no other Foundation 
than in the arbitrary Will and Appoint- 
ment of God. Upon which Account 
the Prophet, in his Name, expreſſſy 
calls them MÆatutes, that were not 
good; or that had nor intrinſick Good- 
neſs, abſtractedly conſider'd, to recom- 
mend them; but were only deſign'd as 
Eſays and Teſts of Obedience to a Peo- 
ple delighting in a pompous, exteriour 
Religion; and continually diſcovering 
an Inclination to ingle with the Hea- 
then round about them, and to learn 
their Works; from which the Prophets, 
after 


* 


the Lord's Supper. | 33 


after all their Remonſtrances, yet found 
it ſo very difficult to reſtrain them. 
Inſtead of thoſe numerous, and in 
ſeveral Inſtances, expenſiye Rites, 
wherewith the Jewiſh Diſpenfation was 
charg' d, and which St. Paul therefore 


moſt ſignificantly ſtiles The Law. of 


carnal Commandments; aLaw chiefly, 
if not wholly enacted, in regard to the 


particular Diſpoſition and State of that 


People; our Saviour inſtituted a Reli- 
gion of a more ſublime ſpiritual Nature, 
and wherein he has been pleaſed to 
require nothing of us, but a reaſonable 


Service, nothing but what appears at 


leaſt, in the natural Propriety of it, to 


have had a rea/onable Foundation. So 
that even the few poſitive Commands 


of the Goſpel, and therefore not ante- 
cedently binding in their own Nature, 
yet now that they are given us in 
Charge, muſt be confeſs'd to have a 
more obliging Force, from a particu- 


lar Tendency and Aptitude in them, to 
C 5 promote 
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34 A Preparative to 
promote the Ends for which they were 
appointed. And this will appear more 
evidently from what I am going to 
obſerve, with reſpect to the Inſtitution 
of the Lord's Supper. For, 

I. Ir was inſtituted, and upon a ſpe- 
cial Reaſon aſſign'd by our Lord him- 
ſelf, in Commemoration of his Death. 
Now, though we have in the Goſpel 
the Circumſtances which attended his 
Death, and his Sufferings which prece- 
ded it, defcrib'd in a very moving and 
particular manner; yet the Minds of 
Men are not fo much influenc'd by na- 
ked and bare Deſcriptions, how lively 
ſoever, as by ſenſible Repreſentations. 
It is for this Reaſon we ſo carefully pre- 
ſerve the Tokens and Bequeſts of our 
abſent or deceas d Friends; not that we 
are otherwiſe in Danger wholly of for- 
getting them, but when we look upon 
theſe viſible Pledges of their Love, we 
are apt to be more powerfully affected 
with the Remembrance of them. 


In 
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In Condeſcenſion to the preſent im- 
perfect State of human Nature, and 
to the End that we ſhould alway 
remember the exceeding great Love 
of our Saviour in dying for us, and 
the innumerable Benefits which by 
his precious Blood-ſhedding, he: 
* hath obtain'd to us, he has inſtitu- 
ted holy Myſteries, as Pledges of 
« his Love, and for a continual Re- 
*« membrance of his Death: For here- 
by we not only apprehend with a: 
ſtronger Eye of Faith, his laſt Con- 
flicts and dying Agonies for us, but a 
freſh and lively Scene of them is even 
open d to the Eye of Senſe. His Blood: 
is again ſhed, and his Body broken be- 
fore us; and the bleſſed Symbols of 
his Love are put into our Hands, in 
order to our feaſting upon them, and 
recounting with him over again the 
finiſhing Labours and Triumphs of it. 
So, that in the moſt ſtrict and litera? 
Sp we may be ſaid to taſte aud 
C6 ſee: 
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ee how good, and ae, the Lord 


75. 

And if the Lord's Supper was inſti- 
tuted to the End, that the Memory 
of his Death might be better preſery'd, 


it will follow by evident Conſequence, 


that the longer we are remoy'd from 
the Time of his Death ; the greater 


Reaſon there ſtill is, why this Inſtitu- 


tion ſhould continue in force. For 
Matters of Fact naturally make the 
oreateſt Impreſſion, while they are 
freſh in the Minds of Men; and at 


the Time they are done, or immedi- 


ately after ; the more diſtant Situation 
we are placed in from them, they are 
ſeen more imperfectly, and eyen what 
we ſee of them leſs ſenſibly affects us. 
There cannot, I think, be a more de- 
monſtrative Proof, that there is the 
fame Reaſon for perpetuating this In- 
ſtitution of our Lord, which there was 
originally for making it. I may add, 
that the Reaſon for oblerying it holds 

ſtronger 


the Lord's Supper. 37 
ſtronger in the reſpect I have menti- 
on'd, and will do fo in all ſucceeding 
Ages, than it held in the n 
Age it ſelf. 

What I have remark'd may be of 
uſe to obviate the Error of certain 
Enthuſiaſts, who under pretence of 
greater Light, and a more perfect Dil- 
penſation of Grace, decry all external 
Rites of Religion, as weak and beg- 
gerly Elements; and in particular take 
upon them to aſſert, that the Lord's 
Supper was at the moſt but a tempo- 
rary Ordinance (for that they are com- 
pell'd to allow) and which he defign'd 
ſhould continue but for a very ſhort 
Period. SIG 
In order to ſupport this Error, they 
cite the Words of St. Paul, 1 Cor. rn. 
26. For as often as ye eat this Bread, 
and drink this Cup, ye do ſhew the 
Lord's death till he come. That is, 
according to their Expoſition, either 
till he come by his Spirit to enlighten 

0 the 


38 A Preparative is 
the Minds, and ſanctifie the Hearts of 
his Diſciples ; or elle till he come- in 
Judgment to take Vengeance on the 
obſtinate and rebellious e But if 
the Words, as I ſhall prove, cannot 
be taken in either of theſe Senſes (and 
there is no other Senſe but the true 
one, that can with any Pretence be 
put upon them) then this Apoſtle by 
the coming of Chriſt, muſt be under- 
ſtood concerning his ſecond coming to 
judge the World, and conſequently as 
preſcribing a Duty of perpetual Obli- 
gation to Chriſtians till that Time. 
Now, as to the former of theſe 
Explications, ſuppoſing it agreeable 
to the phraſeology of Scripture, yet 
it can be no Advantage in this Place 
to, the Perſons who urge it; becauſe 
the Promiſe of ſending the Holy Spi- 
rit had been already accompliſnh'd; 
and particularly, i in a very eminent and 
extraordinary Manner to the Apoſtle 
himſelf, at the Time of his giving Di- 
rections 


the Lord's Supper. 39 
rections to the Church of Corinth, for 
the more regular and worthy partici- 
pation of this holy Sacrament. 

As to the other Senſe of our Lord's 
coming, it is altogether precarious, 
and without any reaſonable- Grounds 
to ſupport it. But in caſe too it were 
favour'd by any ſimilar Expreſſion. in 
Scripture, we ought not barely for 
that Reaſon to admit it againſt the 
plain and inconteſtable Rule already ap- 
peal'd to; with the Recital of which I 
ſhall conclude this Article; (ig.) Where 
the Reaſon of any poſitive Command 
continues, the Obligation of it, if not 
ſuperſeded by the commanding Au- 
thority, muſt of neceſſity continue 
3 | 
2. The Lord's Supper was not only 
inſtituted as a Sign or Memorial of his. 
Death, but as a foederal Rite or Seal 
to ratifie and conyeigh all the Benefits 
of it to the worthy Receiver. In Con- 
firmation whereof I ſhall not enter up- 
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40 MA Preparatiue to 
on a nice critical Hiſtory about the 


Practice of ſolemnizing Covenants, 


civil or religious, in the way of feaſt- 
ing; but ſhall only produce two Au- 
thorities to this End, out of the holy 
Goſpel. The firſt is from thoſe Words 
of our bleſſed Saviour himſelf, Mark 
xiv. 23. This ig my Blood of the New 
Teſtament, or as the Original properly 
imports, of the New Covenaut. The 
natural Conſtruction therefore of which 


Words, and moſt agreeable to our Sa- 


viour's Deſign in them, ſeems to be 
this; that whatever Promiſes have been 
made on his Part, or whatever Condi- 
tions he has obtain'd of the Father in 


our Behalf, they ſhall be effectually 


made good to us, by our partaking ſa- 
cramentally of his Blood, provided we 
come to his Table duly qualify'd, and 
faithfully endeavour to perform what 
is required on our own Part. For all 
Covenants, in their primary Signift- 


cation , imply a mutual Engagement 
between 


the Lord's Supper. 41 
between the Parties, 5 een * 
them. 

The other Ae is that of St. 
Paul, where he puts the Queſtion, 
-(1 Cor. x. 16.) The Cup of Bleſſing 
which we bleſ$,1s it not the Communion 
of the Bloodof Chriſt ; the Bread which 
we break, is it not the Communion of 
the Body of Chriſt? It is impoſſible, 
in the Nature of Things, that the real 
Body of Chriſt, according to the Do- 
Ctrine, whether of the Papiſis or Lu- 
therans, ſhouldabe communicated in 
the Lord's Sapper. There are ſo many 
Contradictions, as to this Article, on 
each Side, that 'tis hard to determine 
which Side is loaded with more; tho' 
indeed upon a Conceſſion, that ei- 
either Doctrine, take which of them 
you pleaſe, may be true, they both 
may be true, and atthe ſame time both 
falſe. For there cannot be a greater 
Contradiction in ſuppoſing this, than 
in WING that a * may be and may 

not 
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not be at the ſame time; or that one 
individual Body may yet be two diſtin 
Bodies in the ſame Place. 

It is impoſſible for Men to pro veany 
thing true or falſe, who are capable of 
aſſenting to ſuch contradictory Propo- 
ſitions. And yet admitting they could 
in general be aſſented to, the Com- 
munion of the Body of Chriſt in a ſtrict 
and proper Senſe, of that Body which 
ſuffer'd upon the Croſs, and is now in 
Heaven at the right Hand of God; 
The Communion, I ſay, of our Lord's 
Body, even in this Senſe, would not 
anſwer to the Queſtion or Argument 
of St. Paul in the Words recited. For 
he is not here repreſenting the Benefits 
whereof we are Partakers in the holy 
Sacrament; with reſpect to our Bodies, 
but to our Souls. For as our Saviour 
himſelf argues on another Occaſion, 
The Fleſh profiteth nothing, it is the 
Spurit that giveth Life, And there- 
fore what we are to underſtand by the 

World, 
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Words, is, that all the real and ſpiri- 
tual Effects of the Body of Chriſt which 
was broken, and of his Blood, which 
was ſhed upon the Croſs, are very 
and indeed communicated to the faith- 
ful in the Lord's Supper. 

I do not deny, but that Pardon and 
Grace are indefinitely propos'd in the 
Goſpel to penitent Sinners. And that 
where ſuch Sinners have not the Op- 
portunity of receiving the Holy Sacra- 
ment, they {hall be entitled to the Be- 
nefits of that Declaration which the 
Prophet has made in the Name of God, 
that he will have Mercy, and not ſa- 
crifice. But ſtill it muſt be acknow- 
ledged a mighty Adyantage to us, 
when we appear before God in the 
Form of Penitents, to have a Promiſe 


of Pardon and Grace conſign'd to us 
in Form, and by a viſible Deed and In- 


ſtrument, which is put into our Hands 
as it were under the Letters Patent, 
and Broad- Seal of Heaven. 
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It is uſual in executing thoſe Cove. 
nants which Men enter into with one 
another, to Ze/tify the Ratification of 
them, by certain viſible Rites and 
Ceremonies: And we cannot be too 
thankful to the Goodneſs of God, and 
the wiſe Diſpoſitions of his Grace; 
who in the Coyenant to which he has 
been pleaſed to admit ſinful Men, has 
eondeſcended to treat with them in a 
Method agreeable to the Infirmities of 
human Nature, and their common Ap- 
prehenſ ions of things. | 
3. A third End for which our Lord 
inſtituted the holy Communion, was 
that it might be a Feaſt of mutual Love, 
and Charity among his Diſciples. Feaſt- 
ing has been the ordinary Practice of 
the World, in every Age, and Part of 
it, towards compoſing Differences and 
promoting Benevolence and Friend- 
ſhip among Men. It is proper by a 
natural and direct Tendency, to pro- 


duce theſe Effects. As it inſpires a 
chearful 
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cheerful and more generous Temper 
of Mind, diverts the Cares and Anxie- 
ties of Life, which. are apt to render 
us uneaſy to our ſelves and others, and 
at once diſpoſes us, even upon a Prin- 
ciple of common Decency, to doall we 
can to oblige, and to avoid every thing 


that may give any juſt Occaſion of | 


Offence. 
Our bleſſed Saviour intended Ton in- 


viting us to feaſt together at this Table, 
that we ſhould mutually embrace the 
Occaſion of purſuing theſe good and 


beneficent Ends. And yet, if it ſhould 
be granted, that when he inſtituted the 
Holy Communion, he had not theſe 


Ends directly i in his Intention, nothing 
cou'd have been contriv'd more proper 


in its own Nature, to effect them. 
When we are in the moſt ſolemn man- 


ner met together to contemplate the 


excceding great Love of our Maſter and 
only Saviour Jeſus Chriſt in dyi ing for 
us, and at his own ſpecial Appointmenr, 
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to praiſe the Lord for his Goodneſs, 
and declare the Wonders which he 
hath done, and continues to do for 
the Children of Men: What can be 
more juſt and reaſonable, or rather in- 
deed neceſſary, than that in imitation 
of thoſe divine Perfections of Good- 
neſs and Mercy, which we are at the 
time adoring, we ſhould piouſly re- 
ſolve to do all the Good we may be 
capable of doing to one another, and 
to all Men ? The Poor on this Occa- 
Kon particularly, ought to find the Be- 
nefit of our charitable Diſpoſitions, in 
a more liberal manner ; both in regard 
to their Poverty, and as they are of 
the Houſhold of Faith: For being 
Members of the ſame myſtical Body 
under Chriſt the Head of the Church, 
they have a common Intereſt in the 
fame Privileges and Graces which are 


diſpens'd in the Communion of it. 
And that the Sacrament is a more 


ſpecial and „ Bond of the my- 
ſtical 


_ the Lord's Supper. a7 
ſtical Union which is between Chriſt 
and his Church, the Apoſtle,to mention 
no other Proofs of it, has evidently 
evinc'd in the Words following (1 Cor. 
x. 17.) We being many, are one 
Bread and one Body; for we are all 

 Partahers of that one Bread. From 
whence, among other Exhortations to 
a facred Fellowſhip and mutual Edifi- 
cation among Chriſtians, he takes Oc- 
caſion to adviſe, that 20 Man ſhould 
ſeek his own, that is, not his own ex- 
cluſively, but every Man the Wealth, 
or Advantage, of another. (ver. 24.) 
With reſpect then to our Chriſtian 
Brethren in general, it is our indiſpen- 
ſible Duty zo keep this holy Feaſt not 
with the old Leaven; neither with 
the Leaven of Malice or Wickednefs ; 
but with the unleaven'd Bread of in- 
cerity and Truth (1 Cor. v. 7.) 
And with reſpect to our Chriſtian 
Brethren in Circumſtances of Poverty 
and Diſtreſs, according to the Cuſtom 
4] | of 
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of the Churches of God in all Ages, 


and a. ſpecial Direction (for ſo all de- 
yout Perſons will conſider it) of our 


own moſt excellent Liturgy in the 


Prayer for the Church militant, where- 
with the Communion-Office is more 
immediately open'd, we are to extend 


our charitable Relief and Contributions 


as far as a prudent Regard to our own 


Circumſtances, regulated by the Rakes | 


ol Piety. will allow. 


Crap. III. i 


The Duties required of us prefara- 


tive t0 the e e 


Here ſuppoſe Chriſtians: bo are 
preparing to receive the Lord's- 
Supper, already inſtructed in the ge- 
neral Doctrines and Duties of Chriſtia- 
nity, and to have in particular a com- 


petent Knowledge of the Nature of 
* holy Sacrament, and the Ends of 


its 


8 
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its Inſtitution. To qualify us more 
immediately in which Reſpects, I have 


endeavoured nder the two forego- 
ing Heads, 5 give a clear, rational, 

and diſtinct Account of it. And * 
what has been ſaid, may by the Bleſ- 
ſing of God be uſeful towards ſettling 
in our Minds right Notions concern- 
ing it, they will be of perpetual Ad- 


vantage to us, and ſupply us on all 


Occaſions of our preparing to commu- 


nicate with ſtanding Principles an 


to inform and direct us: | 
Vet Ido not know, whether it may 


be improper ſtill to add ſomething far- 
ther, for the Information of thoſe, who 
' readily acknowledge, That ſuppoſing 
God would not admit Sinners to any 


Terms of Pardon or Reconciliation, 
but through the Death of his Son, 


there could not have been a more wiſe 
and juſt Inſtitution than a ſtanding Me- 
morial of his Death: But who cannot 
ſo readily apprehend why this Method 
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of reconciling Sinners to God was ne- 
ceſſary of it fel Towards removing 
of which Prejudice, there are two Prin- 
ciples advanc'd : Thoſe who look up- 
on vindictive Juſtice as eſſential to 
God, and which neceſſarily flows from 
the eternal Holineſs and Rectitude of 
his Nature, aſſert that he could not 
have pardon'd Sin without a valuable 
Satisfaction made to him by the Sin- 
ner. And that Chriſt alone appearing 
in the Sinners Perſon, was capable of 
making that Satisfaction; who was 
Man that he might ſuffer, and God, 

that his nn. might be merito- 
fious. 

Thoſe on the Abr ina hand con- 
ſider vindictive Juſtice as unworthy of 
the Goodneſs and Power of God, and 
28 proceeding always in Men, from 
Fear, or Want of Power, or a Temper f| 

inclin'd' to Cruelty : (For where Rea 

ſons of Government do not require an 
W * of Criminals, 
4 they 
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they think no good Prince, whatever 
Crimes they may be guilty of, can re- 
ſonably puniſh them merely to gratify 
an arbitrary Revenge.) The Perſons, 
I ay, who go into this Hypotheſis, 
contend nevertheleſs, that the Suffer- 
ings of Chriſt were neceſſary, if not for 
Reaſons of ſtrict Juſtice, yer for many 
excellent and invincible Reaſons of 
Wiſdom. 

Por hereby God indicated the Ho- | 
nour and Authority of his Laws, in 
the moſt ſenſible awakening manner, 
and at the ſame time publiſh'd the high- 

. | cſt Aq of pardoning Grace to Sinners, 
and of his juſt Hatred and Abhorrence 
1 to Sin. And indeed, by giving up his 
f only Son to die for us; whether he 
d did it upon Reaſons of Juſtice or Wiſ- 
n dom, he took a Method infinitely 
; more powerful towards imprinting in 
- | our Minds, juſt and dreadful Appre- 
n henſions concerning the provoking Na- 
8. ture of Sin, than if he had requir'd us 
y 5 
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to have given our own Fir /t-born for 
our Tranſgreſſion, the Fruit of our 
Body, for the Sin of our Soul; or, had 
that been practicable, to have come 
before him with thouſands of Rams, 
or with ten thouſand Rivers of Oyl. _ 
In a Word, tho' God by the Death 
of his Son, ſo evidently declar'd to 
the World his Willingneſs to have 
Mercy on Sinners, yet it is no leſs evi- 
dent from the manner of his declaring 
it, that where the Honour and Autho- 
rity of his Laws require, his Juſtice 
will certainly and ſeyerely puniſh. 
It is not my Buſineſs here to inquire | 
on which ſide of this Queſtion the Truth 
may. lie concerning the Juſtice and 
Wiſdom of God: What I would ob- 
| ſerve, is, that take what ſide you 
pleaſe, the Reaſons for the Death of 
Chriſt, and for our obſerving the com- 
memorative Sacrifice of it, hold equal- 
ly ſtrong. For if a wiſe God would 
not. pardon Sinners, but in conſidera- 
tion 
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tion of the Attonement made by the 
Death of Chriſt, then his Death was 
as neceſſary to their Pardon, as if ſfrict 
Juſtice had demanded it. And if that 
general Pardon which Chriſt procured 
for Sinners -upon the Croſs, be in a 
more immediate manner apply'd to 
their particular Perſons in the holy 
Sacrament, when they receive it wor- 
thily ; then certainly it is no leſs ne- 
ceſſary for them on all proper Occa- 
ſions, to prepare themſelves for the 
worthy Reception of it. And tho! it 
has been obſery'd before, that in the 
Goſpel there is a general Promiſe of 
Pardon to Sinners upon their true Re- 
pentance ; yet beſides that no Sinner 
can be ſuppos'd a true Penitent, who 
lives in a known Neglect of any Or- 
dinance of God: Beſides this, I ſay, if 
we have any right Notion of the Guilt 
and Danger of Sin, we cannot but 
think it very defirable to have the Aſ- 
furances of our Pardon confirm'd to 
D 3 — 
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us in the moſt authentick, and I may 
add when ſpeaking of the holy Sacra- 
ment, even in a viſible manner. - Theſe 
Reaſons one would think, were there 
no other, are ſufficient to convince 
Chriſtians of their Obligation to re- 
ceive the holy Sacrament; to receive it 
frequently ; ; and to prepare themſelyes 
for it in the beſt and moſt pious 
manner they are capable of To which 
End, Ft 

. "RE" ; Self examination is a Duty 

expreſily injoin'd by the Apoſtle, and 
highly reaſonable, or rather indeed ne- 
ceſſary in it ſelf. I do not here un- 
derſtand this Duty in the largeſt Senſe 
of the Word, as importing a ſtrict and 
particular Enquiry into the State of 
our Souls, and the Nature and Num- 
ber of our Offences againſt God. Selt- 
examination in this Senſe, is a proper 
preparative Duty to all other Acts of 
Piety, and what indeed good Men haye 


i * themſelves with the 
| ih Practice 


" Jed Supper: = 
practice of, and many of them even 
upon a Principle of natural Religion. 
But the Examination of our ſelves 
here requir'd by St. Paul, has a pecu- 
liar Reference to the Occaſion upon 
which he veguires it. There were ſe⸗ 
veral ſcandalous Diſorders, as we have 
obſery d before, among the Coriutbi. 
ans, in their manner of celebrating 
the Lord's Supper, for which the Apo- 
ſtle ſeverely reproves them, and God 
by a remarkable Judgment, - puniſh'd 
many of tbem, and ſome of chen, 
with Death... 

To prevent the like Diſorders for 
the future, and the conſequent Puniſh» 
ments, the Apoſtle exhorts them bes 
fore they preſume to come to the 
Lord's Supper, to examine themſelves; 
that is, to conſider well the Nature 
and Dignity of that holy: Sacrament, 
and: with how: great Reverence and 
Devotion they ought to receive it. 
1 if we may judge from the par- 

D 4 ticular 


8 


56 A Preparative to 


_ ticular: Occaſion, upon which the A. 
poſtle ſpoke theſe Words, is what he 
here primarily intends by Selfgexami- 
nation. And certainly the beſt Rule 
we have of interpreting any Text of 
Scripture, is to conſider the Relation 
it ſtands in to the Context, or how it 
agrees with the main Scope and De. 
ſign of the Author. N 
But tho' this is the proper Seuſe 
of Self examination in the Paſſage 
we have cited, the other Acceptati- 
on of this Duty ought by no Means 
to be wholly excluded: Eſpecially 
when thoſe. who are preparing to 
receive the holy Communion, have 
time to ſtate Accounts more exact. 
ly between God, and their o. 
Conſciences; and to inquire in par- 
ticular what their Sins, and what 
their Improvements have been under 
the Means of Grace, and what are at 
preſent their evil, or their good Diſ- 


Pons. It is, Lay. incumbent on 
all 


— 
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all perſons to make ſuch an Examina- 
tion, where they have Opportunity 
for it, in order to prepare themſelves 
more worthily for the holy Commn- 
nion, the higheſt, the moſt ſublime, 
and ſacred Rite of Chriſtian Wor- 
ſhip, and which is peculiar to it. But 
then I add withal, that this Duty of 
Self. examination, conſider'd in it ſelf, 
being of general and ſtanding Obliga- 
tion, how far and in what particular 
Inſtances we ſhould, when we are pre- 
paring to receive the holy Communi- 
on, reduce it to Act, ſeems rather mat- 
ter of Prudence, than of ſtrict Ne- 
ceſſity. And where we have not time 
to examine our ſelves in a particular 
Manner, or vccafionally come where 
the holy Sacrament is adminiſtred with- 
out any previous Notice of the Admi- 
niſtration; we ought not for that Rea- 
ſon to think 'our ſelves excuſed from 
receiving it, provided: we come hab;- 
_ prepar d for it, and with that 

D5 Reverence 
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88 A Preparativer >—X 
Reverence; and thoſe bay Dr poſitions | 


—— *. 


The Sum of tae: I "NIP aid is, 


That tho* it be highly expedient we 


ſhould ſer apart ſome proper Seaſon 
for the Duty of Self-examination in 
the largeſt Senſe of the Word, be- 
fore we receive the holy Sacrament ; 
yet where we have not Time for it, 
or are, in other reſpects, doing God 


Almighty or Religion any good Ser- 


vice, we may as well —— elve 


ſrom the ordinary Duties of Prayer 
for want of a particular Examination, 


— 


to which it is an excellent Preparative, 


it being in both Caſes rather a diſcre- 
tionary, than an indiſpenſable Duty: 


And the Precept of St. Paul in the 
direct ſcope of it, only obliging us 

to come to the Lord's Table with that 
awful Regard, and juſt Senſe of Piety, 
which becomes us . facred _ * 


le an Occaſion. 


Tam 


as from receiving the holy Sacrament ; 


— 


the Lord's Supper. 59 


ot am far, by any thing that has been 
ſaid, from condemning thoſe who make 
fa part of their Preparation to call 
themſelves to a ſtrict and ſevere Ac- 
count for their paſt Actions, and to 
inquire what Diſpoſition they are in 
at preſent with reſpect to the _— | 
of Religion in general. 

This is an Office — on all 
Chriſtians: at all convenient Seaſons 
for the Diſcharge of it; but there can 


be no Seaſon more proper for it tban ll 


on ſo ſolemn an Occaſion, as that of 
preparing our {elves for the holy Com- 
munion. And perhaps were it not for 
the general Apprehenſions Men are 
under, that the great Duty of Self- 
examination is more particularly re- 
quired of them at this Time, they 
would be in much greater danger of 
not putting it in practice at any Time. 
All J intend, is to caution Men a- 
gainſt abſenting from the holy Sacra- 
ment, becauſe ſome , 
D 6  finels,. 
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60 A Preparative to 
ſineſs, or perhaps ſome odd little Ac- 


cident has happen'd, to interrupt their 


Deyotions, and break in upon thoſe. 


Forms of it which they had piouſly 


preſcrib'd themſelves. But let them 
not be diſcourag'd from coming to the 


Sacrament on this Account. So long 


as the Duties eſſential to it are ob- 
ſerved, and they are in a holy and re- 
ligious Temper of Mind; it is much 


better for them to receive it, tho they 


are for the preſent wanting in ſome of 


the Offices of Preparation, Which Pru- 


dence may at other —— un: in ge- 
9 direct. £17 en 
The preparative Duties in n 
ids concerning which our Examinati- 
on is to proceed, are in the excellent 


Catechiſm. of our Church reduced to 
the following Heads, the Order where- 


of I ſhall therefore obſerve. 0 
1. True Repentance for our former 


» 1 1 > . 
| \ F 
* I 1 
7 - F 
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the Lord's Supper. 6 


2. A nn rr of e a 
new Bie. n 


3.4 lively F ar in God's Mercy 


chrough Chriſt. 


. chankſal Remembrance. of | 


Chriſt's Death, and | 

5. Charity towards all Men. 

1. Repentance is one of the Gm. 
ditions, without which we have no 
Title to any Promiſe in Scripture, of 
Pardon or Grace. But it is more eſpe- 
cially neceſſary at the Time we are 


preparing to receive that holy Sacra- 


ment, whereby the Covenant of Grace 
is in ſo eminent a manner ſealed and 
confirm'd to us; and which our Savi- 
our expreſſly calls the Ney Teſfament, 
or Covenant, in his Blood. We muſt 
therefore, if we would now apply to 
our ſelves, or plead the Benefit of 
that Covenant, take all poſſible Care 
that our Repentance be ſincere and 
perfect in the ſeveral Parts of it; we 
muſt :confe/s: out Sins, whethe of 
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Thought, Word, or Deed, in the moſt 
humble and deyout Manner: The Sins 


in particular of our Inclination, the Sins 
which more eaſily beſet us, on ac- 
count of natural Temper, of the State 
of Life, wherein we are plac d,. or any 
evil and dangerous Habits which we 
have contracted. And in confeſſing 
them, we muſt have regard to the ſe- 
veral aggravating Circumſtances where- 
with they have been committed; whe- 


ther againſt the plain Rule of our Dary, 


the clear Light and Conviction of our 
own Minds, the Motions of God's 
Grace, the wiſe Diſpoſitions of his 
Providence; or againſt our repeated 
Vos and Reſolutions of ſinning no 
more in the ſame kind. If we have 
any Tenderneſs of Conſcience, ſuch 
Sins, with the more heinous Aggrava- 


tions of them, will naturally preſent 
themſelves to our Minds, though we 
have * time for a very particular Ex- 
2 . tion of our ſelves: But in that 
mo: 2 Caſe, 


„% nds. Sufi. Mþ 
Caſe, a general Acknowledgment to 


God of our Offences, or ſecret Faults; 


provided it be attended with due Hu- 
miliation, will, we may r 
hope, be accepted by him 
And indeed the End of Confeſſion i is 
not to inform an Omni/tient God, who 
unden ſtumds our thoughts afar off, and 


is acquainted with all our ways. But 
the great Deſign of it, by bringing 


our Sins to Remembrance, when we 


conſider our ſelves as appearing more 


immediately in his Preſence, is to fill 
us with greater Shame, and a more r 
ſible Regret for them. 
Shame is a natural Effect of sin; 
ſeems to have been the firſt that a. 


cover'd it ſelf after the Original Tranſ- 


greſſion; and it is the Character in 
Scripture of the moſt profligate and 
harden'd Wretches, that they fin with 
out bluſhing, or any viſible Signs of 
Confuſion; Jer. viii. 12. But che 
Shame of a — Sinner; of a gin ⸗ 


ner, 


| 64 A Preparatwe rc 
ner, preparing to communicate at the 
Dorcd's Table, and to that end hum- 
bling himſelf before God for his Sins, 
does not barely conſiſt in the natural 
Confuſion that covers him, and which 
may be common to him with the moſt 
| - incorrigible Sinners: But he is aſham'd 
5 of his Offences againſt a ho/y God, 
| who is of purer Eyes than to be- 
hold Tniquity ; and againſt a good God, 
whoſe Judgment he has been ſuffer d 
| folong, ſo often to eſcape; and whoſe 
' Goodneſs ought to have ed him to 
a more ſtrict and ſincere Repentance , 
than he has hitherto found himſelf in 
proper Diſpoſition to exerciſe. This 
Branch of Repentance is very ſignifi- 
cantly repreſented by the Prophet £ze- 
liel, when he tells che Jews, that 
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| they ſhall loath themſelves in their 
4 own ſight, for their Iniquities, and 
= 2 their Abominations. Ch. xxxvi. 31. 


y . 
22 


But our Confeſſion of Sin, and the 


Shame it produces, are ſtill very im- 
Per- 
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te Lords Supper. 65 
perfect Acts of Repentance, if it be 
not alſo attended with a hearty Sor - 
row and Regret. for the Offences we 
have been guilty. of. Not only ſuch a 
Regret, as proceeds from the Appre- 
henſion we are under of ſuffering for 
our Sins, which, though it be of ir ſelf 
and ſeparately conſider'd, of no Ef-. 
ficacy towards the Pardon of them, 
yet is a good Foundation to begin our 
Repentance upon, and is perhaps the 
firſt Ground from which the Conver- 
ſion of moſt Sinners takes it Riſe. And 
therefore in the holy Seriptures it is 
urg d as a Motive to their Converſion. 
It was from the Terrors of the Wrath 
to come, that John the Baptiſt preach'd 
and enforc'd the Doctrine of Repen- 
tance to the Fews, Mat. iii. 7, 8. 
And our bleſſed Lord himſelf takes 
occaſion to inculcate the ſame Do- 
ctrine ro them, from the Puniſhment 
of the Calileaus, | whoſe Blood Pi 
late had mingled with cheir Sacriſice. 
Fup- 
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66 A Preparative to 
Suppoſe ye, that theſe Galileans were 
S2HRers above all the Galileans, be- 
cauſe they ſufferd ſuch things 1 
tell you nay, But except you repent, 
you ſhall all likewiſe periſh. But ſtill, 
if the Repentance of a Sinner riſe no 
higher than merely to make himforrow- 
ful, becauſe, if he continues impeni- 
tent, he muſt ſuffer ; if ir does not beget 
in him a godly Sorrow: a Sorrow for 
his having done wickedly, and ſinned 
againſt God, from a true Principle of 
Love to him, and Obedience to his 
Laws; ſuch a Repentance, I ſay, will 
never be acceptable to God. It is on- 
ly that Part of Repentance which Di- 
vines call Actrition, and whereof the 
greateſt Sinners, Who have no real De- 
ſign of forſaking their Sins, may with 
Ahab, give many ſpecious external 
Signs. But that Repentance which di- 
ſeinguiſhes true from pretended Peni- 
tents,” muſt ariſe from a diſtinct and 


more — Principle; from a deep 
Sor- 
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the Lord's Supper. 
Sorrow for our having offended God, 


and tranſgreſs'd his holy Laws; and 


wherewith we ought to have been af- 
fected, tho' he had threaten'd no Pu- 
niſhment to our Tranſgreſſion. As a 
dutiful and loving Child will be more 
concern'd, that he has incurr d the Diſ- 
pleaſure of his Parents, than at the Ef- 
fects he may be in Danger of ſuffer- 
ing from it. 


Holy David expreſſes this Ad of 


Repentance, by a hroben and contrite 
Heart; a Heart made ſenſible to the 
Impreſſions of Religion, with reſpect 
to all the Motives that are proper to 
enforce it, eſpecially that tender and 
moſt engaging Motive of Love ; but 
which nothing can expreſs the Power 
of, as operating upon a penitent Heart, 
after a more full and lively manner 
than thoſe Words of the Prophet Je- 
remiah, Ch. ii. 19. Thine own Wick- 


edu ſi ſhall correct thee, and. thy 7 


Backſlidings * reprove thee. Know 


there- 
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68 MA Preparative to 

therefore, and ſee, that it is an evil 

thing and bitter, that thou haſt for- 

ſalen the Lord, thy God. 

BurRepentance farther implies, what 

I am to conſider in the next Place, 

under a diſtinct Head. 

2. A fleadfaſt Purpoſe of urg 

4 new Life. A Purpoſe form'd upon 
ſuch good Grounds, as will animate us 

to bring forth Fruits ne t for Repen- 
 Fance; without which indeed all the 

other Parts which go to compoſe our 

Repentance , will only ſerve to fur- 

'niſh out a dry, barren, and deceitful 

Appearance of it. Godly Sorrow, faith 

the Apoftle, worketh Repentance un- 

to Falvation; that is, a ſaving Repen- 

rance, and which really diſcoyers it 

ſelf in the Sinner's Reformation and 

Amendment, is the proper and natũk- 
5 ral Effect of ſuch a Sorrow. And the 
= Reaſon hereofis obvi,r-rr 
1 Sorrow for Sin gives us Bid und 
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the Lord's Supper. 69 
in any ſenſible degree painful to us, 
we are very naturally inclin d to a- 
void. 

Sorrow for Sin ſuppoſes alſo the Ha- 
tred of it ; but what is more eaſy to 
us, than to reſolve againſt what we 


hate? Or rather indeed, what is more 


difficult to us, than to reſtrain our ſelyes 
from forming ſuch a Reſolution ? 


Again, /aſtly, Sorrow for Sin, That 


godly Sorrow I am ſpeaking of, ſuppo- 
ſes the Love of God: But Love is an 
active and generous Principle; and 


where we love ſincerely, we cannot 


ſatisfy our ſelves merely by giving no 
Offence; a very modbrate Paſſion will 
ſerve to this end : But we ſhall endea- 
vour what we are able to do every 
thing that may p/ea/e ; nay, there is 
nothing wherein we ſhall be capable 


of taking ſo great Pleaſure our ſelves, 


as in ſuch an Endeavour. 


The Love of God, the moſt lovely, 3 


the moſt perfect and — of Be- 
ings, 
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through Chriſt. 
intended here a firm Belief, that what- 


ever God has in general promis in to 
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ings, will more invincibly produce theſe 
Effects. This is what our Saviour him- 


| ſelf directly implies in theſe Words, 


Fobn xiv. 15. If ye love me, keep my 
Gommanaments. And St. John to the 


fame effect tells us, 1 Ep. v. 3. This 


is the Love of God, that we keep his 
Commandments, and his Command- 


ments are not grievous ; or, they are 


not grievous for this Reaſon, becaulc . 


we e love him. 
3. 4 livelh Faith: in God's Mercy 


By Faith, is not only 


penitent Sinners through Chriſt, 


whom all his Promiſes are Tea 6 


Amen, ſhall be effectually made good 
to them: But we are farther to under- 
ſtand by Faith in this Place, an aſſurd 
Perſuaſion, that if we come duly pre- 
par d to the holy Sacrament, the ge- 


neral Promiſes of God in Scripture, con- 
cerning his ** and Grace, 


ſhall 


* 


the Lord's Supper. | 71 


ſhall be immediately apply d and made 
good to our own Per ſous in particular. 


We cannot therefore chuſe a more pro- 
per Seaſon for the Exerciſe of our Faith 
in the Mercy of God, than when we 


have put our ſelves in a State of Pre- 


paration for receiving the Lord's Sup- 


pa the bleſſed Memorial of that me- 


ritorious Sacrifice, whereby God has 
been pleas d, and upon no other Terms, 
to reconcile the World to himſelſ, not 


imputing Their 7. reſpuaſſes to them. 
When, I ſay, we are going to par- 


take of this divine Ordinance, at the 


Table of our Lord, where we ſhall. 


have his Sufferings made the Subject 
of our Meditations,” by a very lively 
and ſenſible Repreſentation: This cer- 
tainly is a moſt moving Occaſion to us 
of laying firm hold on the gracious 
Promiſes of God through Chriſt, by a 
particular Application of them to our 
ſelves, and of animating our Faith: in 


his Blood, to ſuch a degree, as may 


give 
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give it all the Power and 2 


3 it is capable. 
A thankful Remembrance of 


Chrifps Death. And certainly, if an 
Acknowledgment forany Favour ought 
to ariſe in proportion to the Greatneſs 
of it, 
whom it is confer'd, we lye, upon 
both Accounts, under the ſtrongeſt 
Engagements, when we are preparing 
to receive the Lord's Supper, to raiſe 


our Souls to the higheſt ſtrein of Praiſe 


an Adoration. | 
The Mercies for n we offer up 


our Praiſe, are the greateſt that were 


ever diſpens d, and ſo far as we are a- 


ble to conceive, could ever have been 


diſpens d to the Sons of Men. For 


what can we imagine, even the infinite 
Goodneſs of God could have dene 
more in Favour to Mankind, that he 
has not done to them, in giving up 
his only begotten Son to ſuffer Death, 


2 e and — EEY them? 
kn 1 How 


and the  Demerits of thoſe on 


Tr... — 8 


vol. 


the 'Lord's Supper. -_ 

How can we at any time reflect on 

ſuch an amazing Inſtance of the Di- 

vine Philauthlopy, without the moſt 

thankful and affectionate Recognition 

of it; but eſpecially upon an Occaſion 

which leads us to conſider, that God 

- hath given his Son our Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt, uot only to die for us, but alſo 

to be our ſpiritual Food and Suſte- 

naucè in the holy Sacrament ; by vir- 
tuewhereofallthe Benefits of his Death 

are particularly confirm'd to us? . 

The Motives to Gratitude for both 

theſe Mercies, are ſtill heighten'd by 
ourUnworthineſs of either. Even whz/e 

we were Enemies, while we were in 

a wretched State of Apoſtacy and Diſ- 

order, God reconciled us to himſelf by 

the Death of his Son. And ſince we 
N have by Baptiſm been admitted to a 
State of actual Reconciliation with 


/ 


| him ; yet how ofter,, and in what ya- 
| riety of Inftances have we offended 7 
1 him, and violated our baptiſmal Cove- 
N | E nant? 
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nant? How many of us, after we have 


been admitted to renew that Covenant 


at the Lord's Table, and to partake 
frequently of it, have yet relaps d a- 
gain into our former ſinful State, ſome- 


times into a State worſe than the firſt, 


notwithſtanding our repeated Vows and 


Reſolutions of Amendment? All theſe 
Conſiderations tend to ſhew us, how 
unworthy we are of the leaſt of God's 

Mercies ; but when he graciouſly per- 
mits, when he invites us to partake of 
the greateſt Favours, which he has 
committed the Diſpenſation of to bis 
Church; how can we ſufficiently praiſe 
his Goodneſs, or eee our thankful 


Acknowledgments for it? 
- Praiſe and Benediction are indeed 10 


eſſential Parts of our Duty, when we 


receive this holy Sacrament, that the 
Office of Communicating has taken a 
ſpecial Denomination from them, and, 
by the general Voice of Chrift's Church, 


is term'd the Eucharift, or an Office 
"ot 


2 


BW wv 


wh, 
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of Thankſgiving; which we oughtthere- 


fore, by way of Preparation, to pra- 
ctiſe before- hand, in all the proper In- 


ſtances of it; to the end we may unite 


with more inflam'd Affections in the 
publick Forms and Expreſſions of our 
Gratitude; and that every one of us 
may be better qualify'd in particular, 


to ſay with the holy Pſalmiſt, My Heart 


is ready, O God, my Heart is ready, 

I will ſing, and give Praiſe. © 
5. Charity towards all Men. I have 

already obſery'd that the Lord's Supper, 


in one of the principal Reaſons of its 
Inſtitution, is to be conſider'd as a Feaſt 


of Love; wherein, according to the 
natural Deſign of feaſting, and the com- 


monPradctice of feaſting upon aSacrifice; 


Cen. xxxi. 54. Ex. xxxii. 56. P/.cvi. 28. 
we openly teſtify and profefs our Love, 
and all the proper Diſpoſitions ariſing 
from it, towards one another, Upon 
which Account this Sacrament is ſtyl'd, 
and by a Term peculiar and appropriate 

PPT E 2 to 
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to it, he Communion As if it were 
the great diſtinguiſhing Feaſt, not on- 
Iy ofthe Love which ought to be a- 
mong thoſe who partake together of 
it, but among the true and faithful Di- 
ſciples of Chriſt in general. 

It was in order to prepare themſelves 
more worthily in this Reſpect for the 
Lord's Supper, that in the Apoſtolical 
Age, Love-Feaſts were inſtituted be- 
fore the Celebration of it. And tho' 
certain Abuſes had by degrees crept in- 
to that pious Cuſtom, for which it was 
afterwards no leſs prudently laid aſide; 
all diſeretionary Rites being in the 
very Nature of them, for wiſe Rea- 
ſons alterable; yet this ancient Pra- 
ctice * however what the 
Senſe of the Church was in the earlieſt 
Times of it, concerning this neceſſa- 
Ty Qualification, of our being in Cha- 
rity with all Men, in the moſt am- 
ple extent of the Word, before we pre- 


jume to communicate at the Lord's 
Table. 


% 


ally charge our Conſciences with the 


and conſequently from practiſing the 
Duties preparative to it, have been ſo 


the Lord's Supper. 9 
Table. We ſhould then more eſpeci- 


Apoſtle's Exhortation ; wherewith 1 
ſhall conclude this Article. Let all 
Bitterneſs, and Wrath, and Anger, 
and Clamour, and Evil-ſpeaking , be 
put away from you, with all Malice. 
And be ye kind one another, tender 
hearted, forgiving one another, even 
as God for Chriſt's ſake bath forgroes 


you, TIM 7 


C HA. "rr 


Some of the moſt common 2 
obViated, which are apt to divert 
Men from preparing to receive the 
Lord's Supper. : 


__— COSI 
- / * A 
15 — — 


HE ſeveral Pretences upon which 
Men would excuſe themſelves 
from receiving the holy Communion; 


K-43: often,. 
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often, and ſo fully expos'd, that I ſhall 
not here enter upon a diſtinct Enume- 
ration of them. I ſhall only endea- 
vour to obviate a Prejudice, leſs com- 


monly taken notice of, tho', as there 
is reaſon to fear, too common of it 


ſelf. 
It is pretended chen, that che Sacza- 


ment of the Lord's Supper does not in 


general appear to have thoſe holy and 
beneficial Effects, which are ordinarily 
attributed to it. And till this Obſtacle 
(fo it is by a neceſſary Inference) to a 
due Preparation for it be remonſd, Men 
will be very little influenc'd by all the 
Arguments we can urge, to recommend 
or enforce the Duties preparative to it. 
For when we adviſe any Perſon to 
employ the Means, which moſt pro- 
bably conduce to the End propos'd, it 
muſt to a great degree leſſen the Force 
of our Advice, if he entertain an Opi- 
nion, that the End it ſelf is of far lefs 
Importance and Advantage to him than 
We 


— 
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we have repreſented it. We muſt there- 
fore in the particular Inſtance under 
Conſideration, and if we would effe- 
ctually perſuade Men to qualify them- 
ſelves for a worthy Participation of the 
Lord's Supper, make them ſenſible of 
their Error, in ſuppoſing, that this Sa- 
crament has, not really that Power and 
Efficacy in order to their Sanctification, 
which we would perſuade them to be- 
lieve. 
For the Rense of which Prejudice, 

ie will be proper to ſhew them, that 


the Grace of God, by what Means, or 


in what Meaſure ſoever now diſtribu- 
ted, does neither operate irreſiſtibly 
upon our Minds, nor produce a mira- 
culous Change in our Bodies. The 
Reaſon of this Diſtinction, tho? it may 
appear ſomewhat novel, will evideat- 
ly diſcover it ſelf, from what I ſhall 
advance concerning it in the proper 
Place. 


1. The Grace of God does not work | 
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irreſiſtibly upon our Minds; to ſuppoſe 
That it does, without entring here into 
a formal Proof that it does not, is to 
render at once all the Precepts, all the 
Promiſes, and all the Expoſtulations of 
God in the holy Scriptures, irrecon- 
cileable to his Wiſdom. 

When therefore we obſerve, that 
Men, after their receiving the holy Sa- 
crament, do not diſcover thoſe whol- 
ſome Fruits, which might have been 
hop'd fromitin their Lives and Conver- 
ations, the Cauſe it not to be aſcrib'd 
to any Defect of that Grace, which 
the Sacrament is {aid to confer on wor- 
thy Receivers, but from an Indiſpoſi- 
tion in themſelves to receive it; ot from 
an Abuſe of their F reedom after yards, 
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turn his Grace into HW, au, or to 
render it of no effect. | 
Sometimes Men come to the Lord's 


Supper, without thoſe pious Diſpoſi- 
tions 


the Lord's Supper. 3's 


tions wherewith they ought to qualify 
themſelves for receiving it. And then 


having no Pretence to the ſanctify ing 
Graces, which it is ſuppos'd a Means 
of conveying to the Souls of Men, we 


are not to wonder if they do not diſ- 


cover any viſible Power f them in 
their future Conduct: To expect this, 
would be to aſcribe an Operation to 
the holy Sacrament, which cannot from 


any Principle of Reaſon, - and ought 


not from a Principle of Piety to be ad- 
mitted; becauſe upon Suppoſition of 


it, Men would be much leſs concern'd. 
after what Manner, or with what nant 
per of Mind mw ſhould pores to 
communicate- 

At other Times, tho Nen come d 
Iyprepard to the holy Communion, yet 
afterwards thinking, that the Seaſon 


of confining themſelves to a Courſe: 
of more ſolemn Devotion, of hum 


bling their Souls before God; and form 
ing their good Reſolutions, io no oven, 


LS they 
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they grow by degrees more negligent 


and remiſs in the diſcharge of theirDuty; 
or perhaps having experienc'd ſome ex- 
traordinary Impulſe of Grace, wherewith 
they found themſelves affected in their 
Meditations upon the holy Sacrament; 
or at the inſtant of receiving it, they 
have preſum'd too much on the Strength 
of that Impulſe, without exerting thoſe 
Endeayours, which were requir'd on 
their part to concur with it. 

If Men will impartially examin their 
own Conſciences, they may obſerve. 


that I have here ailign'd one or more 


of the true Reaſons why their Progreſs 
in the Chriſtian: Life, has not been 
more viſible, tho* they have often 
communicated at the Lord's Table, 
and perhaps after due Preparation, and 
in a very devout manner. But. 
2. Neither does the Grace of God 
produce a miraculous Change in our 
Bodies. I obſerve this for the Satisfac- 
tion of many — and well-diſpos'd 
Perſons, 
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Perſons, who. after they have receiv'd 
the holy Sacrament in the moſt holy 
Frame and with the greateſt Ardor of 
Mind, yet find their former criminal 
Inclinations, ariſing either from natural 
Temper, or ſome evil Habit, ſtill re- 
turning upon them, and frequently 
ſoliciting them with the ſame Force 
and Importunity, as 1 had done 
before. 

This extremely perplexes many 


good Chriſtians, and makes them que- 


ſtion, whether after all their Endea- 
vours to that End, they yet come du- 


ly prepar'd to the holy Sacrament, or 


if chey did, whether it have really that 
Influence which it is ſaid to have to- 
wards the Converſion of Sinners. 

But let no Man be diſcourag d by a 


way of arguing, which ſuppoſes that 
this Sacrament, while it is a Means of 


conveighing inward and ſpiritual Grace 


to the Soul, muſt therefore work Mi- 


racles upon the Body. For all evil In- 
E 6 clinations 
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clinations which proceed from natural 
Temper, will unavoidably on many 
Occaſions be troubleſome to us, but 
elpecially when the Temper, to which 
they owe their Origine, is at any time 
violently excited. But above all, Ha- 
bits give a certain, determinate Courſe 
to- the Spirits, which: they will natural- 
ly. flow into, whenever the Object 
which was wont to impell them, is pre- 
ſented to the Mind. Vet as a Perſon 
much afflicted with the Gout or Stone, 
who comes with the moſt ſanctity'd 
Diſpoſitions to the holy Sacrament. 


and receives it with the moſt inflam'd 


Aﬀetions, does not find himſelf freed 
ſrom thoſe Diſtempers, or the Pain 


| they give him; neither is he to ex- 


pect that his complexional Vice, much 
leſs any Vice which he has contracted 


long and ſettled Habits of, ſhould- and 


thereby perfectly eradicated. 
But what is it then, which ne! 
Sinners, or thoſe who are more readi- 
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ty- prompted by Conſtitution to cer 
Zain Sins; What is it, I ſay, that ſuch 
Perſons have to hope from the Bene. 
fits of the Lord's Supper, when they 
come duly prepar'd, and ply pe. 
nitent, to it? - 

To this I anſwer, het the Spirit of 
God does not operate upon Men in 
the way of a compulſive or mechant 
cal, but of a moral Agent. His Grace 
ſupplies us with proper Motives and 
Conſiderations, whereby we may be 
enabled to reſiſt the Attacks of our 
Enemies, but it does not deliver us 


from them. I ſtill leaves us to com- 


bat with Temptations, Which yet we 
are furniſh'd with Means and Aſſiſtan- 
ces ſufficient to conquer; but not en- 
tirely to ſubdue, till we have by de- 
grees and contrary Acts of Piety and 
Holineſs, caus'd a Revulſion of thoſe 
Spirits, from which ſuch Temptations. 
derive their Force; and'turn'd them in- 
to a different Channel from what they 

were 


— 
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were before accuſtom'd to run in. But 
to ſuppoſe that the holy Sacrament 
ſhould in the immediate Effects of it, 


perfectly cure even true Penitents of 


their conſtitutional or cuſtomary Sins, 


ſo that they ſhould not be ſenſible 


of any After returns of Inclination to 
them; Why, this is to attribute a 


Power to the Sacrament really as mi- 


raculous, as if it were to cure us with- 
out any medicinal Applications, of our 
bodily Wounds or Diſtempers. 

I obſerve this not to diſcourage the 
moſt obftinate Sinners from uſing, the 
proper Means of Preparation for the 
Lord's Supper, but to ſhew that they 
ought not to think the Benefits of it 
leſs conſiderable, becauſe they do not 


perceive it attended with thoſe Effects 


which ought nat to be expected from it. 
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Have principally conſider'd in the 


ke on us, by way of Preparation, 


to the Lord's Supper, before we more 


immediately preſent our ſelves in order 
to receive it, But the Communion- 
Office of our Church, is in all the 
Parts of it ſo admirably defign'd, and 
_animated with ſuch an excellent Spi- 
rit of Piety, that the beſt Rule to di- 
rect your Devotions and Behaviour at 
the time of celebrating this facred Of- 
fice, is, that you would go along with 


the Miniſter in the ſeveral Exhortati- 
. ons and Prayers which compoſe it, 


with that Attention and Reverence 
which they are in their own Nature 


; fo very proper to excite. And I have 


here fo fair an Occafion of mention- 
ing one Prejudice more, perhaps of all 


other the moſt popular, whereby Men 


are 


foregoing Diſcourſe, what is in- 


7? \ 
1 
1 
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are diyerted from the receiving the 
hoty Sacrament, that I cannot omit to 
make two or three ſhort Reflections 
towards the Removal of it. 7 

This Prejudice is grounded on * 
Words of St. Paul, 1 Cor. xi. 29. He 
that eateth aud drin beth unworthily, 
eateth aud drinketh. Damnation 40 
Him ſelf. 

It is evident from the main Scope 
and Deſign of the Apoſtle in this Chap- 
ter, that by eating and drinking un- 
worthily ,. he intends. no more than 
eating and drinking after a. diſorder- 


ly and anworthy manner: Now. the 


Forms previous to the Adminiſtration 
of the Sacrament in our Church, and 
thoſe of adminiſtring it, being on all 
Accounts ſo very pious and foletnn, 
no Perſon who has the leaſt Senſe of 
Religion, or I may add, of what is 
owing to common Decency, can be 
ſuppos d capable of communicat ing un- 


Worthily with us in the ſame Reſpect 
upon 


— 23 N " 


\ 
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upon which St. Paul here condemns 


the Corinthians. 
So great a Reverence indeed is re- 


quir'd of us during the whole time of 


folemnizing this divine Ordinance, that 
the Enemies of our Church confeſs the 


Piety of her Rules, by the very Charge 


of Superſtition which is ſo unjuſtly 
brought againſt them. As to eating and 
drinking Damnation, this Verſion of 
the Words, whereby Men are ſo apt 
to be terriſy d, is acknowledg d on all 
Hands, and in effect, by a marginal 


Note of our Bibles „ tO be OO T igid ; 


and ſevere. If there be any weight 
in what is objected from this Paſlage, 
we may with equal Reaſon object a- 
gainſt our joining in the publick Pray- 
ers, or our pray ing in private. The 
Prayer of the wicked, is an Abomi- 
nation to the Lord, is at leaſt as ſtrong 


and formidable an Expreſſion of God's. 


* Diſpleaſure againſt the unworthy Sup- 


TR" as he that eateth- and drinł 
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eth Judgment to himſelf, (for fo the 


Words are to be render'd) is againſt 
the unworthy Communicant. 

As to what is pretended farther, 
that our Church it ſelf uſes a very 
terrible Commination to thoſe who 
preſume to come unworthily to the 
Lord's Supper, and declares, that God 
is provok'd thereby to plague them 


with divers Diſeaſes and ſundry 


kinds of Death : It is anſwer d, that 
theſe Words are capable of being inter- 
preted, and probably in a Senſe more 


agreeable to the Deſign of them, as 


ſignify ing rather what God in Juſtice 


upon ſuch a Provocation may do, than 
what at preſent according to the ordi- 


nary Courſe and Methods of his Pro- 
vidence he will do. But as the parti- 


cular Occaſion of provoking thoſe tem- 


poral Judgments which were inflicted 
on the Corinthians, is now ceas'd, 


not only for the Reaſons before aſ- 


ſign ' d, in the Communion of our moſt 


excellent 
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excellent Church, but probably in all 
Parts of the Chriſtian World, Chriſtians 
in general have leſs Cauſe to diſcourage 
themſelves from receiving the Lord's 
Supper, by an Apprehenſion of the like 
Judgments. 

Indeed, thoſe Gonal extraordinary 
Calamities wherewith God viſited the 
Chriſtians of Corinth, were ſo far from 
importing Damnation in the ſtrict Senſe 
of the Word, that they were inflicted 
by him in Mercy, as ſalutary Chaſtiſe- 
ments, and with a particular Deſign to 
prevent their Damnation. For ſo St. 
Paul himſelf argues upon the Occaſion 
of them: J/Vhen we are thus Juaged, 
we are chaſtned of the Lord, that we 
ſhould not be condemn'd With tbe 
Forld, 2 Cor. xi. 32. 

After all, no Pretence of Unworthi- 
neſs can excuſe, much leſs juſtify the 
Neglect of a known Duty; if that 
ſhould be granted, there is no Duty 


whatever to which Men might not eaſily 
find 


holy Sacrament ; 
impoſſible for the Wit of Men, 7175 8 
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find an Argument, were they ſo dif- 


pos'd, to abſolve themſelves from all 
Obligation, and ar all Times. Why 


then ſhould a way of arguing, which 


will not be allowed in any other Caſe; 
be thought reaſonable in that of the 


holy Communion, and where it vonght 

Teaſt of all to be admitted? * 
But nothing can more erpeit this 
weak, but dangerous Pretence of Un- 


wWorthineſc, than the Words of our 


Church (wherewith I ſhall conclude). 
in one of her Exhortations to this 


and to which it is 


they abſent themſelves from it, 


frame a ſatisfactory or tolerable pro 
fwer. If any Man ay, I am a grie- 
vous Sinner, and therefore am afraid 


© to come; Wherefore then do ye not 
* repent and amend 25 


MEDI 


Another Pretence upon which Men 
would ſometimes excuſe themſelves 
from recciving the Holy Sacrament, 
is grounded upon their not being -in 
Charity with their Neighbours. Now 
it muſt be acknowledg'd, that a kind 
and charitable Temper of Mind to- 
wards all Perſons, is not only a ne- 
ceſſary Qualification for receiving the 
Lord's. Supper, and which ariſes from 


the very Nature of it as a Feaſt of 


Love, and ſtrict Union of Chriſtians 
with one another as Members of the 


ſame myſtical Body under Chriſt the 
Head; bur ſüch a Temper for theſe - 


Reaſons, is particularly requir'd by our 
Church in thoſe who come to the 
Lord's-Table; and- is thought ſo abſo- 
lucely neceſſary, that a Power is com- 
mitted to the Adminiſtrator to exclude 
thoſe from the Holy Communion who 
are publickly known to want it, or upon 
ſuch Evidence as he judges ſufficient to 


prove the Want of it in them. The 


1 Obj ection 
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Objection againſt receiving the Sacra- 
ment, to ſuch Perſons as apprehend 
themſelves not to be in Charity with 
their Neighbours, is the ſtronger, when 
beſides the perſonal Malice they bear 
to them, they have perhaps injur'd 
them, without making any competent 
Reparation. It is in this Caſe particu- 
larly requir'd by the Church, That the 


Curate ſhall call the offenaing Per ſon, 
and advertiſe him that in any wiſe- 


he preſume not to come to the Lord g- 

Table, until he hath recompensd the 
Parties to whom he hath done WW Tong, 
or at leaſt declare himſelf to be in full 


Purpoſe ſo to do as ſoon as be conve- 


mently may. 

I ſhall ſhew the Udtedpiabledel & 
what is here pretended to excuſe Men 
from receiving the Lord's-Supper in 
1 57 theſe Reſpects. And, 

1. Any Objection againſt the Pra- 
Alice of a known Duty, can in no Caſe 
Moy us in the Neglect of that Duty ; 

much 
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much leſs where all the Force of ſuch 
an Objection is owing to our own 
Fault. It is no Crime in a Perſon ſent 


to execute any Order, if he fall ſick or 


lame by the Way, that he does not 


execute it at the Time or in the Man- 


ner ſpecify d. But if he deſignedly by 
any Diſorder or wilful Omiſſion render 
himſelf incapable of executing it, there 


1 pretend ſuch Diſorder or Omiſſion i in 


Excuſe of himſelf, would only ſerve to 
aggravate his Offence. This is the Caſe 
of Men who ſay they are not fit to 
receive the Lord's-· Supper, and there- 
fore think themſelves excus'd in negle- 
cting to receive it, becauſe they are not 
in Charity. But why are they not in 
Charity? Why do they live in a known 
Neglect of a Chriſtian Duty, of a Duty, 
which is both reaſonable in it ſelf, and 
is made a proper and diſtinguiſhing Cha- 
racter of their being Chriſtians. 
The Pretence is that the Perſons 
they are not in Charity with, have 
oy WET T9 don 
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done them, or perhaps continue to do 


them ill Offices. This we grant is an 
Argument, that the offending and ob- 
ſtinate Party ſhould not receive the 
Holy Sacrament, or be admitted to ir 
ſo long as he is known to continue in 
that Diſpoſition ; but it can be no Rea- 
ſon why the Party offended, and who 
in that reſpect is merely paſſi ve, ſhould 
refrain from receiving it; except it 
could be thought thar want of Chari- 
ty, is or ought to be a neceſſary Conſe- 
quence of ſuffering Injuries, which is 
ſo far from being true, That, 1. Inju- 
ries afford Charity, a proper and no. 


ble Occaſion of Triumph. 2. That the 


moſt illuſtrious and holy Men have on 
that Occaſion exemplify'd a more ge- 
nerous and extenſive Charity, particu- 


larly our bleſſed Lord; and that we 


are therefore requir d to put on Bow- 


els of Mercy, Kindneſs, Humble- 


neſs of Mind, Meekneſs, Long-ſuffer- 
ng ; ; forbearin g one another, and for- 
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giving one another, if any Man have 
2 Quarrel againſt any: Even as Chriſt 
forgave you, fo alſo do ye. 3. That 
it is made the Character of Charity ; 
that it is not eaſily provot'd, that it 


ſuffereth long, and is kind, that it 


beareth all Things, endureth all 
Things, 1 Cor. xiii. 4, 5, 7. 
| Theſe it may be ſaid are Precepts 


calculated for Men of ſtricter Virtae, 


or more improv'd Graces ; but that in 
civil Life, it will be found no leſs pre- 
judicial to our Intereſts, than oppoſite 
to our Inclinations to practiſe them. 


Admitting this true, if we profeſs our 


ſelves Chriſtrians, we are not to form 
our Conduct according to the Max- 


ims or Practice of a corrupt World, 


bur rhe Rules of Chriſtianity. Aſter 
all, what is here pretended from Ex- 
perience, is not generally true; there 
is much greater Peace and Satisfaction 
of Mind in forgiving an Injury, than 
in reſenting it in the common Me- 


3 thod 
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thod taken to ſhew our Reſentment. 
The Labour of Love is much leſs pain- 
ful and difficult than that of Revenge. 
It is alſo frequently a Man's Intereſt as 
well as Glory, and an Argument of his 
Prudence, to pa/F over 4 Tranſgre/- 
Fon, Prov. xix. II. 

I fay it is more frequently ib , and 
therefore to preyent any Miſtake con- 
cerning the Nature of Chriſtian Chari- 


ty, I'calld it a Duty reaſonable in it 


ſelf; forit is by no means here intended, 
that where Men are much injur'd in 
their Reputation or Eſtates, they may 
not take the proper and legal Methods 
of Redreſs. No Rules of Charity, how- 
ever they may oblige in things of leſs 
Conſequence to our good Name or In- 
tereſts, wherein we are advis'd rather 
to ſuffer Wrong, 1 Cor. vi. 7, 8. 1 Pet. 

iii. 9. can oblige us to ruine our ſelves 
in either reſpect; neither is there the 
leaſt Neceſſity, why in preventing the 


Loſs of any Thing of importance to 
Lad 5 our 
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our Intereſts, and without A we 
cannot be really fo uſeful in Society, 
we ſhould of conſequence loſe our 
Charit 7. fy 
It is therefore a moſt groundleſs r 
tence, if any Men can be o weak a8 
to make it, that they are unqualify'd 
to receive the Lord's- Supper, becauſe 
ſome Legal Proceſs is depending be: 
rween them and their Neighbours: For 
why ſhou'd they upon that account, 
be in other Reſpects leſs kind or bene- 
ficent to one another ? The Intention 
of the Law is not to create or foment, 
but to determine Differences among 
Men. If they who have Recourſe to 
the Law, in order to redreſs or repel 
any Injury, do not always obſerve a 
Temper, according to the Rules of 
Charity, this is only an accidental 
Abuſe of the Law, and does by fie 
means ariſe from the Nature or any 
neceſſary Conſequence of having Re- 
courſe to it. I „ 
%½y 
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2. In other Caſes, the greateſt In- 
juries we receive, "how much ſvever 
they may juſtify, or be pretended to ju- 
ſtify us in witholding certain Favours 
from them, which might be employ'd 
to our Diſadvantage by our known 
Enemies, yet can never authorize 
1 Hatred to them, nor even ex- 
cale, in Caſes of Extremity, our not 


contributing as we have Opportunity, 
to their Relief or Support; though we 


have indeed a diſcrerionary Liberty of 
_ conferring our Favours, provided they 
are in other reſpects, or in common, 
qualify'd for them, on our particular 
Friends. 


3. Our being i in Charity with all 


Men, is far from ſuppoſing that all 
Men ought equally or indifferently to 
ſhare in the Acts of our Charity. Even 
our Lord himſelf, as to the ſpecial 
Marks of his Favour and Friendſhip— 
made a Diſtinction between his Diſci- 


ples; one of them in particular had 


that 


it 1 
dir 
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chat glorious Character Al him, The 
Diſtiple whom Jeſus lov'd 

4. As all Perſons are not equally 


Objects of our Beneficence, it is law- 
ful for us to proportion the Degrees of 


it to thoſe who have injur'd us, accor- 


ding to the Nature or Quality of the 


Injury done us, except in particular 


Caſes where ſome perſonal Character 
or Relation my pot tbly YOu: the 
"OY | 
. *Tis no fied of Charity not to 
* the Injuries done us. An im- 
practicable Condition of Obedience can 
never oblige. Now it is impoſſible for 
us to avoid ſome tranſient Reflections 
at leaſt, upon the Wrongs done us; e- 
ſpecially when freſh and more ſenſible 
Occaſions of bringing them to our Re- 
membrance, are preſented to us, and we 


have ſuffer'd by them in our neareſt In- 


tereſts. At ſuch Times the little Cells in 
the Brain, wherein the Images of them 
are repoſited, naturally open of their 

own 
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own accord, and whether we will or 

But fo long as we endeavour to 
Rifle our Motions of Hatred ,or Re- 
ſentment (and that it is in our Power 
to do) the involuntary or tranſient Sug- 
geſtions of the Memory, ſhall not be 
charg'd upon us as a Breach of Chari- 
ty, or as criminal on any other Ac- 
count. But, 


6. The beſt Method, (and 15 has 
indeed been intimated before) to inge- 


nerate this charitable Diſpoſition to- 


Wards our Enemies, is to conſider on 
occaſion of our preparing to receive 
the Holy Sacrament, that our Forgive- 
neſs of one another is made the Con- 


dition of our being forgiven, Mat. vi. 


14, 15. & V. 7. This is a ſtanding 


Rule when we pray to God, and in- 


corporated i in that admirable Form of 
Prayer which our Lord has left for the 
conſtant Uſe of his Church. (And there- 
fore we may with equal Reaſon object, 

| that we ought not to pray to God that 


he 
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he would forgive us our Treſpaſſes, as 
that we ought not on occaſion of any 
Treſpaſs done to us, which we cannor 


eaſily or willingly forgive, to receive the 
Sacrament. This Duty indeed ſeems in 
the Nature of the Thing, more indiſpen- 
fably requiſite towards our communica- 
ting at the holy Sacrament, both as our 
receiving it is one of the moſt ſolemn 


Acts of religious Worſhip, and a Seal 


or federal Rite towards ratifying the 


Pardon of our Sins in a more viſible 


manner. But ſtill the main Reaſon 
holds good, that God will not admit 


the Plea of one Crime in excuſe of a- 


nother. 
7. This general Anſwer may ſerve 


to obviate the other, but ſtill more 


impious Pretence of Men, againſt re- 
ceiving the holy Sacrament, becauſe 
they have not made, or are not in a 


Diſpoſition to make Satisfaction for 


the Injuries they have done to other 
Perſons. Now the Duty incumbent on 
them 
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them to this End, is founded on. ſuch 


clear and common Reaſons of Juſtice, 
that I do not know any one Principle ſſl 
of Religion more evident or inconte- 


Mable. It is directly included in that ge- 


neral comprehenſive Rule of our Lord, 


bat we ſhould do unto all Men, as 
we would they ſhould do unto us. And 


a Perſon, whoever he be, that omits to 
receive the holy Sacrament, on ac- 
count of his having injuriouſſy treated 

or defrauded another, without making i 
any Reparation, or without any true 
or real Deſign to that end (and not 
after the manner of diſſemblers with 
God) may as reaſonably urge the ſame 

Plea againſt his exerciſing any Act of 


Repentance whatever. For no Man 
without the greateſt Colluſion, whe- 
ther in regard to God or his own 


Conſcience, can propoſe to repent of 
his Sins, while he continues in the 
known habitual Practice of any one 


Sin. But indeed there is this pecu- 
liar 


[| rality, that he ought, to make it. 
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liar Conſideration in the Sin of Inju- - 
tice: I ſpeak of it here as it conſiſts 


Jin 3 other perſons of their 


Right, chat the offending Party, where 
he is able to make Satisfaction, and 


does not make it, cannot be ſuppos d 


to have any real Deſign of tepenting 
while he lives; becauſe in order to his 
Repentance, he knows, if he knows a any 
thing of the common Principles of Mo- 
And 
if he truly deſign it, he will certainly 


execute that Deſign while it is in his 
Power, and ſo ſoon, to preyent any un- 


happy Effects of his Delay, or any 


greater Detriment to the Party injur d, 
aS he poſlibly can. 

hs 6 bis Conſideration indeed, peculiar- 
ly affects your rich or mighty Oppreſ- 
lors, and which they can never anſwer 


| when rhey reflect upon it, to their 


OWn Conſciences: For tho' Perſons i in 
other Circumſtances, may poſſibly flat 
ter themſelves with the Hopes that 

— they 


they ſhall be willing if they are able, 
to compenſate for the Wrongs they 
have done, and upon that View may 
be tempted to defer making preſent 
Satisſaction; yet ſuch Men cannot, 
for the Neaſons I have mention'd 
(they know what I fay to be true) fo 
much as form to themſelves any ſeri- 


ous or conſiſtent oats of an After- 


| Repetitance. 


This Pretence therefore againſt re- 


ceiving rhe holy Sacrament, from the 


Neceſſity of making Reſtitution when 


it is in the Power of the offending 
Party to make it, when he can have 


no Reaſon if ever he deſign to make 


it, for not making it immediately, 
is ſuch a Pretence as will lie with equal 
Force, againſt his performing any o- 
ther Act of religious Worſhip. So 

that if the Conſcience of any Perſon, 
into whoſe Hands this little Treatife 
may come, - ſhould charge him with 


the mad of his Neighbour, (I un- 
derſtand 
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derſtand the Word according to the 


utmoſt Extent of it in the Chriſtian 
Senſe) or with any other Injury done 


to him, for which he does not ful- 
ly intend at leaſt to make him ſome 


proper Acknowledgement or Satisfa- 
Aion, he will obſerve this Argu- 
ment is deſign'd to ſhew, that while 


he continues in ſuch a State, he is 
no more qualify'd to pray to God, or 


offer him any other Sacrifice, than to 
come to the Table of our Lord. The 


Expoſtulation of God with the Jews, 


is indifferently applicable to all ſuch 
Perſons after what Manner, or with 
what different Forms of Devotion ſo- 
ever they addreſs themſelves to him. To 
what purpoſe is the Multitude of your 
Sacrifices unto me ſaith the Lord? 
When you come to appear before me, 


who hath requir'd this at your Hands, 


to tread my Courts? Bring no more 
vain Oblations, 1 ncenſe is an Abomi- 
TS 2] mation 
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nation to me. It is I niquity, even 
. the ſolemn Meeting. When you 
ſpread. forth your Hithds, T will hide 
mine Eyes from you, yea, when you 
make many Prayers, I will not hear 
Tour Hands are full of Blood. W aſh 
ge, make ye clean, put away the Evil 
of "your Doings from before mine Eyes; 

ceaſe to do Evil; learn to db well; 


ſeek Judgement, relieve the Oppreſ: 


ſed, judge the Fatherleſs, plead for 


the Widow, (Ia. i. 11, 12, 13, 15, 


16, 17.) 
And ſhall a ſinſul practice, for which 


a Man ſtands every Moment while he 


lives ſelf-condemn'd, be thought a to- 


lerable Excuſe for his not receiving 
the holy Sacrament, which may with 
equal Reaſon be pleaded againſt his 
performing any other proper Act of 
Devotion whatever? 
His Conſciouſneſs of ſuch a Guilt, 
ſhould rather be a Motive to his put- 
ting 


+( 


ting 
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ting himſelf in a State of Preparation 
_ for the Sacrament, by repairing the 


' Wrongs he has done, and breaking off 


his Sin by Repentance: A Sin which 
is repeated, and thereby acquires a freſh _ 


Aggravation every Moment he lives, 


till he either actually make Satisfa- 
.Ction to the injur'd Party, or form a 
ſincere and ſteady Reſolution of doing 
it, ſo ſoon as it can be done after the 
moſt proper or prudent manner. .And 
in this Diſpoſition indeed, becauſe the 
Party by whom the Offence came, can- 
not in all Caſes immediately ſatisfy for 
it, or becauſe there may be Caſes of 
Difficulty wherein ſome Deliberation, 
and perhaps the Advice of others, may 
be required : for that reaſon the Church 
has provided, that ſuch a Perſon ſhall 
notwithſtanding be admitred to the 
holy Communion ; and this is ſo far as 
her Diſcipline can either piouſly or in 


Prudence — And he whw for 


want 


1 - 
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want of ſo juſt and reaſonable a Con- 
= dition, would ſtill excuſe himſelf in ab- 
ſenting from this holy Sacrament, muſt 
= certainly know that the true Cauſe of 
= his not repairing to it, does not pro- 
| Ceed from a ſcrupulous Conſcience, but 
from an obdurate and corrupt Heart. 
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A Meditation upon the Nature of the 
Holy Sacrament. 


OW condeſcending is the Good- 
neſs of God in tranſacting with 
Men, ſinful Men, after ſo ſacred, bur 
withal ſo /en/zb/e a manner? Is it a 
ſmall thing, that the King of Heaven 
ſhould invite us to feaſt at the Table 
of his Son ? and to feaſt upon the. Sa- 
| crifice 
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crifice of his very Body and Blood . 
How is it that our bleſſed Lord has 
not only done and ſuffer'd ſo much for 
us Men, and for our Salvation, but 
that he is ſtill pleas d to deſcend again 
as it were in Perſon from Heaven, a- 
mong us; to ſpread. his Table before 
us, to ſup, and make his Abode with - 
us ? | 

How ſhould my Heart eig wich 
Joy at the Thoughts of my being in- 
vited to partake of this heavenly Ban- 


quet, to which not only the wiſe, the 


mighty, and the noble are call'd, but 
Perſons of all Diſtinctions; or rather 
whereat all Thoughts of civil Diſtin- 
ctions among Men ought to vaniſh, and 
no Ideas, no Affections remain with 


us, but ſuch as are ſacred and ſpiritu- 


al! Oh then that God would inſpire 
me with Sentiments worthy of ſo 
great and drvine a Fayour! That he 
would poſſeſs my Soul with thoſe in- 


ward Delights of his Grace, which 


truly 
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truly devout Perſons feel in parta- 
*King of this holy Repaſt. How juſtly, 


in compariſon of thoſe refined Senſa- 
tions of Joy, wherewith pious Commu- 
nicants at the Table of our Lord find 


themſelves tranſported, may we ſay, 


of the profane Laughter, in which 


Men indulge themſelves at the ordina- 
ry Entertainments of Life, it ig Mad- 


neſs, and of Mirth, what art thou? 


The Bread and Wine have indeed a na- 
tural Efficacy in them, to ſtrengthen 


and refreſ our Bodies; but that which 
diſtinguiſhes this ſacred Feaſt, that 
which renders it ſo proper Matter of 
Joy and Conſolation, is, that it has. 


by a ſpecial Benediction of God, an im- 


mediate Tendence towards the ſtrength- 
ning and refreſhing of our Souls. With 
what awful Regard then, with what 
profound Reverence of Body, as well 
as inward Veneration of Mind, ought 
we to celebrate this holy Feaſt, and 


make it appear to our ſelves and others, 


that 
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that we really diſcern in it the Lord's 
Body; and put that Diſtinction upon 
it, which on ſo many Accounts, and in 
ſo eminent a Manner, is . que 
r 

The bleſſed eds of this Feaſt, 

was no leſs a Perſon than Chriſt Jeſus 
himſelf. Our Obedience is unqueſtio- 
nably owing to all the poſitive Com- 
mands of God, by whomſoever he 


thinks fit to deliver them. But what 


we have received of the Lord, what 
has been perſonally deliver'd to us by 


the Lord Jeſus, muſt carry a more 


direct and powerful Authority along 
with it. And yet the Circumſtances 
wherewith this Inſtitution was accom- 
pany'd, have a farther Tendency ſtill 
to enforce it. Our Saviour left it us 


in Charge, at a time when he was go- 


ing to ſuffer Death; when he choſe to 
lay down his Life for our ſakes; and 
when the cruel and ungrateful Uſage 
he met with, if his Love had not been 
ſtronger 


the- Lord's Supper. | an: 


ſtronger 1 than Death, and all the Pro- 


vocations under which an innocent 
Perſon can be ſuppos'd to die, might, 


were we to judge from human Incli- 


nation, have ſtop'd or diverted the 
Current of it. IO 

Wie cannot certainly take too great 
Care, that fo divine an Ordinance, in- 
ſtituted for the perpetual Benefit and 
Edification of Chriſt's Church, ſhould 
be regularly adminiſter'd, and by Per- 
ſons duly.authoriz'd 1 init; that no pro- 
fane or unhallow'd Hands ſhould ofter 
to pollute this Sacrifice ; No Mock- 


Formality of celebrating it, ſhould im- 


poſe upon weak and ignorant, or ſo 


far as we are capable of reclaiming. 


them, upon obſtinate People. Thoſe 
only who are call'd of God to that 
End, ought to offer this holy Incenſe. 
But if any, upon the old Pretence of 


Corah and his Accomplices, That all 


the Congregation of the Lord are ho- 
* , and chat every Man, whom the 
3 State 
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State thinks fit to commiſſion, has 
x Right to adminiſter the Sacrament 
of the Lord's Supper, will therefore 
aſſume the Aminiſtration of it; It be- 
comes us to be very cautious, leſt by 


joining in their ſacrilegious Invaſions, 


we ſhould ſhare the Guilt of them. 
Eer us rather, as God by Moſes. di- 
rects the Jews in the like Caſe. 


Depart from the Tents of theſe 


wicked Men, and touch. nothing of 
theirs, left we be ara mn all cod 
Sons.” 

May that holy Spivie; by b 
the whole Body of the Church is go- 
vern'd and ſanctify'd, continue it e- 
vermore upon a true Eſtabliſhment, 
with reſpect to the proper Miniſters, 


and miniſterial Riglits of it. May he 


diſpenſe his Grace to all Biſnops and 


Curates, that they may rightly and du- 


I adminiſter the holy Sacraments : 
And grant, that the Church being al- 
ways preſery'd from falſe Apoſtles, may 
7 7" be 


* 
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be order'd and wude by faithful and 
true Paſtors. 

How wiſely has our bleſſed Lord 
appointed Bread and Wine the two 
Parts, whereof this divine Supper is 
to be compos d; Bread for the Simpli- 
ty of it the moſt agreeable Food, at ſo 


facred an Entertainment, and for the 


diſtinguiſhing Quality of it, moſt pro- 
per to ſtrengthen Man's Heart; and 
therefore a fit Emblem of that Strength 


and Virtue which is convey'd in the 


Sacrament, towards maintaining the 
Life of the Soul, and augmenting its 
Growth in inward and ſpiritual Grace: 
As Wine, the Blood of the Grape, moſt 


naturally repreſents that precious Blood 


which was ſhed by our Saviour upon 


the Croſs; and from a peculiar Virtue 
aſcribꝰd to it, towards making Men f 
a chear ful Countenance, moſt ſigniſi- 


cantly denotes thoſe heavenly Joys 


and Conſolations which poor humbled 


F 2 Sin- 


— 
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Sinners taſte, when the Cup of Bleſſing 
is adminiſtred to them. 

For ever then, for ever, till Chriſt 
ſhall appear ar his ſecond Coming in 
Glory to judge the World, let us ob- 
ſerve this bleſſed Memorial of the laſt 
and finiſhing Act of his Humiliation 
for us. Let it be an Ordinance to his 
Church throughout all Generations ; 
and grant me thy Grace, O God, in 

particular, that on all proper Occaſions, 
I may conſtantly repair to it; and af- 
ter a manner ſuitable in all Reſpects, to 
the Sacredneſs and Dignity of it. 


—— — 


A Meditation upon the Ends for which 
the Lords & 14880 was inſtituted. 


Wake all the Powers of! my Soul, 
to conſider the Reaſons more. 


particularly, upon which our bleſſed 


—_—_— was pleas'd to leave this 
ſacred 


ded of) wid TY WV. 
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ſacred Charge, concerning his laſt Sup- 


per, to the Church. His Authority 


alone was ſufficient to enforce what- 


ever he might have thought fit to com- ; 
mand, though he had render'd no ex- 


plicit Reaſon for it, or we were inca- ' 
pable of rendring any our ſelves. But 
in appointing the holy Sacrament of 


his Body and Blood, he has given us 


a Jfatnre, ſo far (like many of thole, 
wherewith theJewiſhReligion ſeems to 
have been charg'd) from being the mere 
effect of an arbitrary Will, that it ap- 
pears highly congruous in the Nature 
of the Thing. And therefore, notwith- 


ſtanding we are ſo little capable by 


ſearching to find out God; yet what 
may be known concerning che Wiſdom 
of his Conduct in this reſpect, having 
on many Accounts ſo reaſonable a Foun- 
dation, we may come more boldly to 
the Throne of Grace, in our divine 
Conyerfations with him, and ſeverally 
prefer that pious Ejaculation of holy 
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2 
— - ” : 


— — : 
7 5 . * 7 . 22 N . ## 
n * * 
— — = C — 
— — 9 J PR . — PR — - —— — 
ye — —— - - 2 you - — 
— ..... I —— : 


o = [ 
Py = wy 
© 7 
— — 
— 280 
* , ** m4 
5 — 
3 2 - 
— x 


* 292 Mine + 
——U— — apee 
2 2 


rere 
— — 
——— — 2 — — 


_  — T7 = — 4h 
—_ — Py, * . 


102 A Preparatide to 
Fob. Surely I wonld ſpeak to the 


Almighty ; and. 1 deſi re to Auen 


With God. | 

And indeed when the Son of God 
had condeſcended, out of his infinite 
Love and Compaſſion to Mankind, to 


| offer himſelf a Sacrifice for Sin, and 


upon that Deſign to take upon him the 
Perſon of a Sinner; when his Father 
had prepar'd a Body for him, and he 
had ſaid, Lo! I come to do thy Will, 

O God; what could have been more 
reaſonable, after he had done his Fa- 
ther's Will, than to inſtitute a ſtanding 


Memorial of ſo extraordinary an A- 


Qion, and in all the Circumſtances of 
it ſo deſervedly memorable, above any 
that ever happen'd in the World ſince 
the Foundation of it? For alas! the 
Imperfection of our Nature is ſuch, that 
the Mind does not long retain the 
Notices that are committed to it; 
which yet are never ſo ſtrong and live- 
ly, as when they are awaken ' d by ſen- 
ſible 
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ſible Repreſentations. Time wears out 
in ſome meaſure the Impreſſions, which 
the moſt remarkable Events of Life 
have made upon us; our abſent and our 
dying Friends, whom we love with the 
greateſt Ardour, are defir'd, to the end 
we may be more ſenſibly affected with 
the Remembrance of them, to oblige 
us with one Token or other of their 
Love, which we may keep continuaE 
ty by us. What Thanks then, bleſſed 
Jeſus, do we owe to the Love where- 
with thou haſt loved us? That we are 
favour d by thy own ſpecial Appoint- 
ment, with Fl rich and ſacred Pledges 
of it; ſuch as oe Eyes may ſee, and 
our Fluids may handle. What is Man, 
O Lord, that thou ſhouldſt chus con- 
deſcend to treat with him, to ſhew'him 
thy Body broken, and thy Blood ſhed 
afrefn, and to repreſent over again, in 


ſo ſignificant a manner, che wondrous Wl 


Scene of thy Sufferings, and Labours 


'of thy Love? W hat is Man, O Lord, 
F4 that. 
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that thou ſhouldſt thus viſit him, or 

the Son of Man that thou ſo regardeſt 
him? Praiſe the Lord, O my. Soul, 
and forget not all his Benefits; forget 


not thoſe Benefits eſpecially, which he 


has preſcrib'd fo excellent a Method to 


preſerye the Remembrance of; -and in 


all Reſpects fo wiſely ſuited to the pre- 
ſent State and Condition of human Na- 
ture. 

But thy Love, bleſſed Lord, did not 
terminate in commanding, us to obſerve 
this holy Ordinance in Remembrance 
of thee: It is alſo an authentick Seal, 
to confirm all theBenefits of that pre- 


cious Death to us, whereof it is a com- 


memorative Sign. Hereby thy Body 
becomes Meat indeed, and thy Blood 


Drink indeed; not that natural Body 
which was nail'd to the Croſs, and is 


now ſet down at the right Hand of 
God, which cannot be in two Places 
at once, or be two diſtin Bodies in 


one Place: ; but that ſacramental Body, 
whereby 
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whereby all the bleſſed Effects of thy 


Death and Paſſion for us, are verily and 


indeed communicated to the worthy 
Receiver. So that in this holySacrament 


there is a virtual Preſence of the bleſ- 


{ed Body and Blood of my Redeemer, 
and a real Preſence as to all the ſpiri- 
tual Benefits and Intents of them. What 
a glorious Privilege is this? how can 
we ſet a juſt and ſufficient Value upon 
it? That God has not only admitted: 

us, through the Death of his Son, to 
Terms of Pardon and Grace, but to a 
ſacred Ordinance, wherein the new 
Covenant in his Blood is, in a viſible 
manner, ratify'd to us. Wherein the 
Pledges of our Pardon are even put in- 
to our Hands, and we ſenſibly taſte: 
and fee how good and gracious the 
Lord is. In a word, in this facred 
Tranſaction betweenGod and our Souls, 
the Benefits of that general Redempti- 


on, which Chriſt paid the Price of up- 


on the Croſs, are here effectually ap- 
33 ply'd: 
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ply 'd I made good to our particular | 
Perſons.  <* Praiſe the Lord then, O 


** mySoul, and all that is within me, 


< praiſe his holy Name; who cover- 


4 


eth all thy Sin, and healeth all thy 
** Infirmities ; who ſaveth thy Life 
from Deſtruction, and crowneth thee 
** with Loying-kindneſs and tender 
** Mercies; who ſatisfyeth thy —_— 
with good Things. 

Bur I am {till able, O my God, to 
diſcover a farther Deſign worthy of 
thy Wiſdom and Goodneſs in this ho- 
Iy Inſtitution. The Benefits convey'd 
in it to our particular Perſons are great, 
and far above what we could cither 
have deſir'd or deſervd. But our Lord 
propos d that it ſhould alſo be a Means 
of a publick and general Good to his 
Diſciples; a Means of diſpoſing them 


to all mutual Offices of Love, Huma- 


nity and Reſpect. and of preſerving 
among them in the ſtricteſt manner, 


the Unity of the * in the Bond of 


Peace. 


1 
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peace. And how, O Lord, could 
theſe beneficent Ends, and fo agrecable 
to the Spirit of thy holy Religion, 
have been more effectually obtain'd,. 
than by a ſolemn Rite, wherein thy 
great Love to Mankind is ſo wonder- 
fally exemplify'd; andat a holy Feaſt, 
where by eating of one Bread, wemn- 
rually teſtify and profeſs the common 
Sympathy and Affection which ought 
to be maintain d among us, as one 
Body ? God Almighty give me his 
Grace, that I may faithfully charge my 
Conſcience with all the Duties requir'd 
« of me, on account of this ſacred Rela- 
tion; that I may make my ſelf appear 
to be his Diſciple indeed, by all the 


proper Expreſſions of my Love and 1 
Charity to all Men, in doing whatever 


good Offices I may be capable of to 
them, whether in order to promote. 
their ſpiritual or their temporal Advan- 


tage. I will, by the Bleſſing of God,. 


on this ſolemn Occaſion, extend my. Wi 
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= Tikeraliry to the poor Members of 
WI Chriſt,as far as the Reaſons of Piety and 
Prudence will poſſibly admit: both as 
the Nature, I may add, the very Name 
of the Communion, implies an Obliga- 

tion upon me to offer ſuch a Sacrifice; 

and as our Lord has ſo expreſſly de- 

clar'd, that he will take what is done 

in this kind to my indigent Brethren, 

as done to himſelf, 


) is 
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r the Crofe. 


WM TH E Righteous Lord loveth 
= > g Righteouſneſs, Juſtice and Judg- 
ment are the Habitation of his Throne. 
Yet as the Heayen is high above the 
Earth, fo great is his Mercy towards 
them that fear him, ſo far has heremo- 
ed their Tranſgreſſions from them. But 
what, O my Soul! can be more wor- 


thy of thy Search or Enquiry, than by 
what 
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neſs and Peace kiſſed each other. O 


Wiſdom and Goodneſs of God! For 
who could have known the Mind of 
the Lord, or who have been his Coun- 


Reaſons of Wiſdom render it abſolute- 
ly neceſſary. For if Sinners could once 


ment, become precarious ? How much 
more would Men encourage themſelves 


the Lord's Supper. 109 
what Methods of his Wiſdom, the Mer- 
cy and Truth of God met in fo perfect 
Harmony together, that his Righteouſ- 


the Depth of the Riches, both of the 


ſellor, in the wonderful Contrivance he 


form d of redeeming loſt Mankind, by 


giving up his only begotten Son to die 
for them ? An offended God ought to 


have ſome valuable Reparation made 
to him, by the Puniſhment of the Of 
fender. If Reaſons of ſtrict Juſtice 


ſhould not require this, yet invincible 


flatter themſelves with the Hopes of 
Impunity , how ſoon would the Au- 
thority of all Laws, and of all Govern- 
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min Wickedneſs, and expoftulate with 


one another, in the Language where- 
with Job introduces the  Libertine ? 
What is the Almighty, that we ſhould 
ſerve him? To prevent that Contempt 
of his Authority, which would have 
been a general Conſequence of God's 
pardoning Sin, without puniſhing the 
Sinner, He found out a way at once 
to puniſh him in rhe moſt terrible and 


ſevere, and to pardon him in the moſt - 


gracious manner. He gave his only be- 
gotten Son to make that Atonement 
for him, which he could never have 
made in his own Perſon. By thy 
Stripes, bleſſed Jeſus, are we healed, 
and render'd capable by thy Death' of 
faving our Souls alive. How wonder- 
ful, O God, art thou in thy Doings 
towards the Children of Men? In this 
ſurprizing Work of reconciling the 


World unto thy felf, not imputing 
their Treſpaſſes to them; Thou haſt 
by the ſame Act diſcoyerd the higheſt 


— 


„* 
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ſtances of thy pardoning Mercy, and 
of thy avenging Juſtice. What are all 
the precarious Schemes or Conjectures 
of natural Religion, concerning the 
pardoning Mercy of God to penitent 
Sinners? What are all of them, I ſay, 
to this one reveal'd and aura d Truth, 
that God w2//, through the Merits of 


Chriſt, pardon rhe Sinner upon his Re- 


pentance, and remember his Sins and 
Iniquities no more? What little Satiſ- 
faction is tbere in putting uncertain 
Queſtions; in ſay ing it ay be fo, or, 
who can tell if God will turn aud re- 
pent, and turn away from his fierce 
Anger, that we periſh not, in com- 
pariſon of what the Scriptures expreſſly 
declare , that Jeſus Chriſt came into 
the World to fave Sinners, and to put 
away Sin by the Sacrifice of himſelf? 
Let Unbelievers, if they can, diſcover 
any Grounds like theſe, whereon to 
found their Hopes of the Pardon of 


Sin, or the Salyation of Sinners ? But 
deſire | 


898 
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deſire chou not, O my Soul, to enter 


into their Secret; thou haſt here, bleſ- 


ſed be God, a more ſure Word of Pro- 


phecy to. rely on ; acquieſce entirely 


in this faithful Saying, and accept it 


with all Thankfulneſs to 1 


4 Prayer for a better . 


aud more worthy Reception of the 


Lord's Supper. : 


Moſt holy and merciful God, the 
the Fountain of Light and Grace; 
open, I beſeech thee, mine Eyes, that 


divine Law, which has appointed a 
ſtanding Memorial to be obſery'd of 
the Death of thy only Son, our Saviour 
Jeſus Chriſt. Give me a right Under- 
ſtanding in all Things, with reſpect 


I may ſee the wondrous Things of that 


— 


both to the Nature and Ends of this 


holy Commandment ; that I may not 


A unto thee the Sacrifice of Fools, 
but 
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but a reaſonable Service; that my Mind 
may be enrich'd with a Stock of juſt 


and ſtanding Principles, from which on 


all Occaſions of my preparing to par- 
take of ſo divine an Ordinance, I may 
readily draw proper Supplies, whereby 
1 may at all times, and more eſpecial- 


ly at preſent, be enabled diſtinctly to 
comprehend thy manifold Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs, in all the Parts, and i in all 


the Reaſons of it. 
And grant, O heavenly Father, that 


the Knowledge wherewith I here Pray 


thee to. inlighten my Mind, may not 
conſiſt in empty and fruitleſs Specula- 
tions, but that the more I know, the 
more I may love; and the more viſibly 


diſcover the Effects of my Love by a 


ready and chearful Obedience to thy 
Commands in general, and eſpecially 
by a faithful Diſcharge of all the Du- 
ties preparative to this holy Ordinance. 
In reſpect to it therefore, I now more 


e offer up my Prayers, that I 


may 
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may both perceive and know what 
things I ought to do, and alſo may 
haye Grace and ern ge EY" to 
perform the ſame. 


Aſſiſt me, O Lord, in particular by 


thy holy Spirit, that I may ſtrictly 


prove and examzm my Thoughts, and 
look well if there be any way of Wick 
edneſs in them. That upon the Diſ- 
covery of my Tranſgreſfions, I may / 


fincerely repent of them, with full - 


Purpoſe and Reſolution of Amend- 
ment. That my Faith in God's Mer- 
cy, through Chriſt, may be fively, and 
fortify d by a particular Application of 
his Merits to my ſelf. That my Re- 
membrancę of his Death, may be at- 
tended with a due Senſe of Gratitude: 
and a moſt thankſul Acknowledgment 
for all the bleſſed Effects of it. And 
hſtly, that my Charity in all the. 
Branches of it, may be extended to all 


Men, and inthe bigheſt meafure where. 
ef I may be capable. Theſe holy Diſ- 
poſitions,. 


poſitions, 'O Lord, and if there be-any 
other which may be neceſſary to cre- 
ate in me a clean Heart, and to renew 
a right Spirit within me, to the end I 


may come more worthily prepar'd to 


the Lord's Table, I humbly beg for 
the Merits and through the Mediation 
of the ſame thy Son, my ever bleſſed 


Saviour and Redeemer. Amen. 


—_— 
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A Prayer in order to a more ſtrict 


a ——_— $ elf: examination. 


cht God unto whom: all 
Hearts are open, all Deſires 


known, and from whom no Secrets are 


hid, cleanſe the Thoughts of my Heart 


by the Inſpiration of thy holy Spirit, that 


I may diſtinctly perceive wherein and 
with what Circumſtances of Aggrava- 
tion, I have at any time offended againſt 
thee. Let me not preſume, O Lord, 
to eat of the Bread of Life, or receive 


the . 


the Lord's Supper. mx 
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11 * A Preparative to 
the Cup of Salvation, till I have ſearch- 
ed into the inmoſt Receſſes of my 


Mind, and learn'd in what Diſpoſition 
all things are, relating to my ſpiritual 
State; till 1 have enquired more parti- 
cularly into the Nature of my habitual 

and more crying Sins, and found out 
their original Source, with the ſecret 
Springs that feed them. Teach me, O 
holy and righteous God, to judge my 
{elf for theſe and all other my Offences 


againſt thee, in ſuch a manner, that I 


may not be judged, but may fo ſearch 

* and examine my own Conſcience, 
* and that not lightly and after the 
manner of Difſemblers with God, 
but ſo that I may come holy and 
clean to ſuch a heavenly Feaſt in 


the Marriage · Garment requir d by 
God in the holy Scripture, and be 


received as a worthy Partaker of 


that holy Table. Amen. 


A. 


Of 
? ta 
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An Act of Self-examination. 
T Will ſhake off the flattering Diſ- 
guiſe wherein my Sins made their 
firſt Approach, or haye hitherto im- 
pos'd upon me, and conſider them ſe- 
verally in their proper Colours, and 
true Deformity. I will ſay unto God, 
how many are mine Iniquities and Sins? 
make me to know my Tranſgreſſion 
and my Sin. I will enquire how often 
and in what Inſtances I have done wick- 
edly and ſinn'd againſt God; through 
Ignorance, through Neglect, through 
Inadvertency: But above all; wherein I 
have offended of malicious Wickedneſs, 
and how far ſuch Offences have grown 
up into ſettled and permanent Habits. 
[ Here mention the ins wherewith your 
Conſcience charges you on any of the 
foregoing Accounts, deſiring" in gene- 
ral, that God would cleanſe you from 
your 
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118 A Preparative to 
your ſecret Faults Aud then expo- 
Stulate with your ſelf after the follow- 
ing manner, in order to ſhew whether 
you be ſincerely penitent for them.] I 
have communed with mine own Heart, 
and with my Spirit made diligent 
Search, that I might find out all my 


Iniquities whereby I have ſinned, and 


whereby I have tranſgreſſed againſt the 


Lord. I have conſider d the Nature, and 
ſo far as I have been able to diſcover it, 


the Number of my Sins. And they 
appear in both reſpects like a ſore Bur- 
then, too heavy for me to bear. But 
am I really weary of my Captivity, or 
do I ſincerely reſolve to uſe the pro- 
per Means of delivering my ſelf from 
it? To what end did I examine how 
numerous my Sins have been, if I make 
no Inquiry upon theſe Articles? I will 
therefore - reſolve to prove my own 
Work, and learn, if I can, by exerci- 
ſing the particular Acts and Duties of 
Repentance, what good Diſpoſition I 

am 


the Lord's Supper. 119 


am in towards it, and whether my 
Heart be in Truth right with God. 


—_—_— 


1 


An Adi of Self examination, in the 


more reſirain d Senſè of the Apoſtle 
Ft. Paul; and which may be ud 
- when we: occaſionally come where 
the holy Sacrament 1s adminiſter d, 
or we have leſs Time to Prepare 
or it. 13 


Am invired to feaſt at the 88 
of my Lord; but the ſhort Notice 

I haye receiv'd, or the little Time I 
can ſet apart, by. reaſon of many ne- 
ceſſary Avocations, . and. other impor- 
tant Duties, in order to render my ſelf 
more worthy to appear at his holy 
ar ſeems to forbid my Acceſs to 
; leſt I ſhould incur. that ſevere Re- 
TE upon him who appear'd at the 
Marriage Feaſt without. a Wedding 


nene ; Friend, how cameſt thou 
hither + ? 


n 
= 


120 A Preparative o 
hither ? What ſhall I do, whilſt J am 
thus divided between the Sentiments 
of Duty and Reverence ? Of Duty to 
a poſitive Command of my bleſſed Sa- 

viour, and of Reveyrence to the Sacred- 
neſs of the Thing commanded ; and | 
which makes me ſo apprehenſive of the | 

Guilt J ſhall contract in profaning it. 

=_ What ſhall 1 do in this Perplexity 2 ( 
= Shall J refuſe an Obedience which is = 
. certainly due, upon a Scruple, which a 
may have no certain Foundation; and t 
which I have the greater Reaſon to be- [ 
lieve has none, from the Deſire where- \ 
with I find my {elf poſſeſs'd, of being 2x 
' freed from it? Since I cannot there- | x 


fore prepare my {elf to partake of this 4 
holy Ordinance, by a particular Exa- | «© 
mination or Repentance, I will beg " 
that God in his great Goodneſs would 
acceptan Acknowledgment of my Sins, £ 


and my Humiliation for them in gene- 
ral. I will go to my Father, and will 


* unto bim Father, I have ſinned 
againſt 


. the Lord's Supper. 121 


againſt Heaven and before thee, and 
am no more worthy to be call'd thy 
Son: I will truſt in his paternal Love 
and Mercy, for the Acceptance of an 
habitual Preparation, where I am not 
capable of offering him the Sacrifice of 
an actual Preparation, in all the Parts 
of it. I will more eſpecially take Care 
(for that I have no Pretence of Ex- 
cuſe from) to examine my elf ac- 
cording to the primary Intention of 
the Apoſtle, whether I am really pre. 
par'd to come to this holy Sacrament, 
with thoſe pious Diſpoſitions, that At- 
| tention of Mind, that external Reve- 
rence and Compoſure of Body, which 
are due to the Dignity and Sacredneſs 
of ſo divine and an Inſtitution. | 


50 


An Abs of” Repentance as it imports 
7he Confeſſion of Sin, 


Have ſinned, what ſhall 1 do unto 
thee, O thou Preſerver of Men? E 
G will 


„ 
** 


122 A Preparatide to 
will preſent my Offences before thee, 


with all the Guilt, with all the Mo- 
tives and inflaming Circumſtances of 


them. I will confeſs my Tranſgreſſi- 
ons unto the Lord, and not hide the 
Tniquity of my Sin. 
my Words, and my Actions, all con- 
cur in teſtifying againſt me, and declare 
that I have ſinned againſt the Lord; 
that I have ſinned and done perverſly; 
that T have dealt very corruptly againſt 
thee. They even reproach me with 


the impure Mixtures proceeding from 
private Intereſt or Vanity, wherewith 


my beſt Actions have been daſh'd and 
polluted. The Sin in particular of my 
Inclination, the Sin which more eaſily 
and habitually beſets me, has taken 
ſuch hold on me, that I am not able 
to look up. But the manner of my 
committing all theſe Offences, has been 
ſtill more provoking thy Wrath and In- 
dignation: They have been commit- 


ren — the — Rule of my * 


My Thoughts, 


g 22 | — N K o aa a = 


the Lords Supper. 123 


5 ſtrong Remonſtrances of my own - 


3 Reaſon and Conſcience; the Motions 

f of thy Grace, the wiſe Diſpoſitions of 
- thy Providence, and after many re- 

- peated Vows and Reſolutions of A- 

'F ' mendment. But how can I underſtand 

all my Errors? cleanſe thou me, O 

© God, from my ſecret Faults; and in thy 

; infinite Mercy pardon me all my known 

; and more crying Sins, which I haye 

* here call'd to Remembrance. Thus be- 

h fore I preſume to approach the holy 
n Altar, will J pray unto the Lord God, 

h and make my Confeſſion. 

: II. Shame. 

y What a Confuſion, O God, ſpreads 
n its ſelf over my Soul, when I reflect 

e upon my Iniquities, and upon my Ab- 

y ominations ? How do I loath my ſelf 
n in my own ſight for them? Vet I will 

n- not cover my Tranſgreſſions as Adam, 

t- nor hide my Iniquities in my Boſom. 


ST | wil give Glory to God, and make 
e G 2 „ ow 


124 A Preparative to 
Confeſſion, and take Shame to my 
ſelf. I will humble my ſelf before him 
and acknowledge that IT have no Fruit 

in thoſe things, whereof I am now 
aſham'd. Ir is the Character of the 
vileſt of Sinners, that when they have 
committed Abomination, they are not 
at all aſham'd, neither do they bluſh. 
But to me belongeth Confuſion of Face, 
and the very Shew of my Countenance, 
for having offended ſo good and holy 
a God, ſhall bear Witneſs againſt me. 
I will therefore greatly NS” my 
ſelf before God. 


II. Sorrow. 


But how imperfect ſtill are the Acts 2 

of Humiliation and Repentance, if "3 
they be not attended with a hearty | | 
Sorrow and Regret on Occaſion of all | 
the Offences, for which my own Heart, 
or God, who is greater than my Heart, 
and knoweth all things, may juſtly 


condemn me. Not that Sorrow which 
TT barely 


the Fe F, upper. 125 


barely proceeds from a Fear of ſuffer- 
ing, and is common to the moſt wick- 
ed Men under the Apprehenſions of 


Death, or any violent Circumſtances 


of Adverſity or Danger; but that godly 
Sorrow which worketh Repentance 
unto Salvation not to be repented of; 
which ariſes from an active and gene- 


rous Principle of filial Love to God, 


not ſo much under the Notion of an 


avenging Judge, as of a faithful Crea. 


tor and merciful Father; and as of all 
other Beings infinitely the moſt ex- 


cellent and lovely in all Reſpects. 0 
then that God would give me a Heart 


to know him, and Jeſus Chriſt, whom 
he has ſent ; that he would cauſe my 
Eyes to flow with Tears of true Con- 
trition for my having offended, in ſuch 
variety of Inſtances, ſo tender a Fa- 
ther, and ſo gracious a Redeemer. 
How can I, but with the utmoſt De- 
teſtation, look upon thoſe Sins, to de- 


liver me from which my bleſſed Lord 


01:3. was 


Fd 
* © 


126 A Preparative to 
was pleas'd to take upon him the Per- 


ſon of a Sinner and to die for me. 
Wondrous Loye! Exuberant Good- 


neſs} The loweſt Return of Love I can. 


make ro my only Saviour, is heartily 
to lament for the Provocations where- 


with I have provoked him, and to of- 


fer him the Sacrifice of a broken and 
a contrite Heart. O then that God 
would make me know my Tranſgreſ: 
fion and my Sin, in the moſt awaken- 
ing and ſenſible manner: That he 


would make me know and ſee, that it 
is an evil ching and a bitter, that 1 


have forfaken the Lord my God. 


A Projer for a firm Reſolution of 


new Obedience. 


Holy Father, I have confeſſed my 
Wickedneſs, and am aſham'd, and 
ſorry for my Sin. But theſe are ſtill 


imperfect and unfiniſh'd Acts of Re- 
pentance, 


4 4g 
* . 


the Lord's Supper. I27 


pentance, and will not entitle me to 


the Benefits of that holy Sacrament, 


which I am preparing to receive, if 
thou do not aſſiſt me with thy holy 
Spirit to bring forth Fruits meet for 
Repentance. Excite in me, O God, 
to this End, firm and holy Reſolutions 
of a new and uniform Obedience; and 
ſo confirm them by the Power of thy 
Grace, that my future Conduct may 


more and more diſcover the holy Ef. f 
fects of it. O then that I may return 
ow from my evil Way, and make my 


Ways and my Doings good; that I 


may return to my God, and my Lord, 


with all my Heart, with all my Soul, 
and with all my Strength. If I have 


: done Iniquity, I will reſolve to do ſo 


no more. I will caſt away all my 


Tranſgreſſions, and endeavour by the 


Grace of God, to make me a new 
Heart, and a new Spirit. I will waſh 
my Hands in Itmocency, and fo will I 
compaſs thine Altar, OLord. Amen. 
G4 A Prayer 
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PW £ 


——_— „ 
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A Progr for a Borg F. arb in G ods 
Mercy. 


A Enighty and moſt W God, 
of whoſe Gift alone a true and 
lively Faith comerh, help thou my Un- 
belief, and inſpire me with thy Grace, 
that I may not only yield in general a 
firm Aſſent to all the Truths reyeal'd 
in the holy Scriptures, and all the 
Promiſes therein made to thy faithful 
Seryants, but that I may be thoroughly 


* perſwaded of my particular Intereſt in 


them, and firmly believe, that thou wilt 


cauſe them to be made good to me 


immediately and in Perſon, by means 
of that holy Sacrament, whereof I am 
now preparing to communicate. Grant, 
O Lord, that the lively and ſenſible 
Repreſentation, which is made therein 
of the Death of thy Son, may animate 


my Faith in his Blood, to a full Aſ- 


ſurance 


TS nn 11 fm Dp md gw W 


% 


- the Lord's Supper. 129 
ſurance of my being juſtify d by it; to 
ſuch a degree, that I may diſtinctly 
apprehend my ſelf in the Number of 
them, that believe to the ſaving of the 
Soul. Thou haſt declar'd O bleſſed 
Jeſu, that he who eateth thy Fleſh, 
and drinketh thy Blood, hath eternal 
Life; mercifully grant that on this ſo- 
lemn Occaſion of my repairing to par- 
take of the Sacrament of thy Body 
and Blood, my Faith may not fail me; 
but that I may firmly lay hold on this 
general Promiſe of my bleſſed Redeem- 
er, and perſonally apply it. In whom 
therefore, though I now ſee him nor, 
yet. believing, I may rejoice with Joy | 
unſpeakable. Amen. 


— — —_— — 2 


A Prayer that we, may more thank- 
fully FTE. the Death of 
C brit. 


A 


Lmighty and moft merciful Fa- 


ther, I deſire to render thee my 
& 5 © 


130 A Preparative to 
moſt humble and hearty Thanks, for 
all thy Goodneſs and Loving-kindneſs 
to me and to all Men: I bleſs thee. 
for my Creation, Preſervation, and all 
the Bleſſings of this Life; but above 
all, for thine ineſtimable Love in the 
Redemption of the World, by my 
Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. Inſpire 
me, O God, with Sentiments of Gra- 
= ticude ſuitable ro ſo great a Mercy, and 
the Demerits of thoſe, to whom the 
Benefits of it are deſign'd to extend. 
=_ What, O God! could infinite Good- 
neſs have done more in Love to Man- 
kind, that thou haſt not, by this one 


Act of thy gracious Favour, done to | | 
them? O that I could with the Tongue ] 
of Men and Angels give Glory to God, ; 


and declare the Wonders which he hath 
done for the Children of Men; that I 
could worthily praiſe him, according 
to his excellent Greatneſs, and tell forth 
his Works with Gladneſs! But what 
ſhall I render to the Lord for all the | 
3 Bene- 


I may give ſelf up to his Service, and 


' -the Lord's Supper. 131 
Benefits that he hath- done unto me £ 
I will receive the Cup of. Salvation, 
and call upon his Name; I will pay my 
Vows in the Preſence of all his People 
in the Courts of the Lord's Houſe. E 
will pray for his Grace, that I may 
honour him not only with -rhe Fruit 


of my Lips, but of my whole Life, 
that I may abound in many Thankf- 


givings to him, in the Courſe of a fu- 


rure and more perfect Obedience; that | 


walk before him in Holineſs and Righ- 
teouſneſs all my Days, through Jeſus 
Chriſt my Lord; to whom, with the 
Father, and the Holy Ghoſt, be all 
Honour and Glory World without end. | 
Amen. ü 


5 | 1 


132 A Preparative to 


4 Prayer for Charity towards all 


Men, and in all Reſpetts. 


Lord! who haſt taught us that all 
our Doings without Charity are 

— worth; ſend thy Holy Ghoſt, 

and pour into my Heart that moſt ex- 


cellent Gift of Charity, the very Bond 


of Peace and of all Perfection. In a 
more particular manner I now pray for 
this Grace, as it reſpects the Loye of 
my Neighbour, and that I may be en- 
abled to diſcharge the Duties of it to 
bim, in every Inſtance of them. How 
unworthy ſhould I be to appear at the 
Table of my Lord, there to comme- 
morate his exceeding great Love, in 
taſting Death for me, and for every 
Man, while I am wanting in the com- 


mon and ordinary Offices of Love to 


any Man ? To the end therefore, O 
God! that my VE: may be more 


per- 8 


Houſhold of Faith; contributing as 
much, as lieth in me,, my Endeayour 


ven to thoſe that hate me; that Imay 
not render them Evil for Evil, but con- 


the Lord's Supper. 133 
perfect in it's Kind, and more enlarg'd as 
to the Meaſure of it; put away from 
me all Bitterneſs and Wrath, and An- 
ger, and Clamour, and Evil-tpeaking , 
with all Malice. Grant, that as I have 
Opportunity, and according to my 
Ability, I may do good unto all Men, 
and eſpecially to them who are of the. 


and Aſſiſtance towardspromoting their 
{ſpiritual and their temporal Advan- 
tage; extending on both Accounts 
my charitable Relief on this ſolemn 
and proper Occaſion, in a more liberal 
manner to the poor Members of Chriſt 
under Circumſtances of Want, or any 
other Diſtreſs. Give me thy Grace, O 
God! that I may love and do good e- 


trariwiſe Bleſſing ; that I may heartily 
deſire a mutual Reconciliation, and be 
ready to forgive them, as I hope, 
through 


134 A Preparative to 

through the Merits of Chriſt, and for 
his ſake, to be forgiven. Extend, O 
Jeſu! my Charity in general, to Jews, 


Turks, Infidels and Hereticks. Have 


Mercy upon them all, and take from 


them all Ignorance, Hardneſs of Heart, 


and Contempt of thy Word and Sa- 
craments.; and ſo fetch them home, 
bleſſed Lord, to thy Flock, that they 
may be ſav'd among the Remnant of 
the true Hraclites, and be made one 
Fold, under one Shepherd, 2 Chriſt 
our Lord Amen. 


——_— 


— 
* : _— OF 


Prayer on Occaſion of our prepa- 
ring for the holy Communion before 
e go to Church. FC 


A Lenght: God, our heavenly Fa- 
ther, who haſt invited me this 
Day to the Table of thy Son, where 


will be adminiſtred the moſt comforta- 
ble Sacrament of his Body and Blood, 


to 


the Lord's Supper. 13 4 
to be received in Remembrance of his 
meritorious Croſs and Paſſion, whereby 
alone we obtain Remiſſion of Sins, and 
are made Partakers of the Kingdom of 
Heaven: I give thee moſt humble and 
hearty Thanks, for that thou haſt giv- 
en thy Son, my Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, 
not only to die for me, but alſo to be 
my ſpiritual Food and Suſtenance in 
this holy Sacrament, which being ſo 
divine and comfortable a Thing to them, 
who receive it worthily, and ſo dan- 
gerous to them who preſume to receive 
it unworthily ; grant me, I moſt hum- 
bly beſeech thee, thy Grace, that I 
may truly conſider the Dignity of that 
holy Myſtery, and to ſo bleſſed an 
Effect, that I may come holy and 
clean to the heavenly Feaſt, in thd Mar- 
riage Garment requir'd in the/ holy 
Scripture, and be receiv'd as a wprthy 
Partaker of it. Grant this, O Lord! 
for the Sake, and through the Media- 
tion of thy Son Jeſus Chriſt, my bleſ- 
ſed Lord and Saviour. Amen. Fa- 
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Ejaculation proper to be uſed after 
Fs. Fe, 


How amiable are thy Dwellings, 
thou Lord of Hoſts ? My Soul 
hath a deſire and longing to enter the 
Courts of the Lord; my Heart and 
my Fleſh rejoice in the living God. 

O ſend out thy Light and thy Truth, 
that I may go unto the Altar of God, 
even unto the God of my Joy and 
Gladneſs. And with my Heart will I 
give Thanks to thee, O God my 
God. | 

T will waſh my Hands in 1 
and ſo will I compals thine Altar, O 


Lord! 
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ET the Words of my Mouth, and 
the Meditations of my Heart, be 
ever 
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ever acceptable to thee; O God, my 
Creator and my Redeemer. "4 
Make me a clean Heart, O God! 
and renew a right Spirit within me, 
that my Prayers may aſcend up to 
thee as the Incenſe; and that I may 
offer with them an acceptable Sacrifice 
of Praiſe and Thankſgiving; and more 
eſpecially in the commemorative Office 
of the Death and Paſſion of my bleſſed 

Saviour, thy Son, Jeſus Chriſt. Amen. 


Before the Offertory S, entences. q 


Hine, O Lord, is the Greatnels, - 
the Power, and the Glory. — 
All that is in Heaven, and in Earth, is 
thine ; both Riches and Honour come 
of thee. But who am I, and what is 
this People, that we ſhould be able to 
offer any thing to thee ? For all things 
come of thee, and of thine own do 
we now give thee. 
Thou haſt created all Things, and 
a | 1 by 


© 


E 138 A Prepararive to 
by thee they are, and were created. | 
Open thou my Heart, O God, un- | s, 

to thee; and my Hands unto the poor 
1 Brethren; or to whomſoever the Bene- m 
_ fic of our Oblations is ge d to ex IIa 
| tend. ces BW © 
Ho e | | it! 


Know, my God, that chat rryeſt he 
the Heart, and haſt Pleaſure in 8, 
Uprightneſs; as for me, in the Up- 
rightneſs of mine Heart J willingly of- 
fer this ſmall Sacrifice, and moſt hum- 
wy beg ny gracious * . I 


= 
| 


1 | N * the Miniſter 7s prepering 70 


5 conſecrate. 


Les as the Hart oaticeth after the | the 
= Water Brooks, fo longeth my 1 
=_ Soul after thee, O God! fenc 

My Soul is a-thirſt for God, ves chy 
even for the living Gd. | Goo 
I haye waited for thy Salvation, O f| D 


Lord! O be merciful unto me a le 
eine 
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and ſatisfy me with thy Likeneſs. 

Turn thee, O Lord, and deliver my 

Soul; O ſave me for thy Mercy's lake. 
I ſtretch forth my Hands unto thee 


| my Soul gaſpeth unto thee, as a thirſty 


Land. 

Draw nigh unto my Soul, and ſave 
it: Turn thee unto me, and hve Mer- 
cy upon me. 

Turn thee, O Lord, and deliver my 


Soul; O fave me for thy Mercy's lake. 
Enter not into Judgment with thy 


Servant, for in thy Sight ſhall no Man 
living be juſtify'd. ” 

If thou, Lord, ſhouldeſt be extreme 
to mark what is done amiſs, who may 
abide it? but with thee there is Mercy, 


that thou ſhouldſt be feared, and with 


thee there is plenteous Redemption. 


O remember not the Sins and Of- 
fences of my Vouth, but according to 


thy Mercy think e me for thy 
Goodneſs. 
Deliver me, O Lord, from mine « Fac- 


mies, for I flee unto thee to hide me. 
[ H Quicken 


the Lord's-S par. 13 9 3 
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Quicken me, O Lord, for thy Name's | & 


ſake, and for thy Righteouſneſs ſake, ne 


bring my Soul out of Trouble. in 
Teach me to do the Thing that plea- Þ G 
ſerch thee, for thou art my God: Let ff ce 
thy loving Spirit lead me forth in the II: 
Land of Righteouſneſs. Tu 
Glory be to the Father and to the ¶ tec 


Con, and to the Holy Ghoſt. dis 


As it was in the Beginning, is now dy 
and ever ſhall be, W or id without. E nd pre 
Amen. HEY nw of ; 


* 5 — * oa 1 


— 


A Prayer aud Ejaculations which Go 
may be uſed as the Time ſerves, af 
ter emen 


Bleſſed Lord, who of thy great 
Goodneſs and Mercy haſt call'd 
me to this heavenly Feaſt, inſpire me 
with all thoſe holy and deyout Aﬀeci- 


Partaker of it. Give me a true pent- 
tent Heart for all my paſt Sins and Of 
fences 


the Lords-Supper. 147 
me's | fences, and a firm Reſolution, which 
ſake, no Temptation may be ever able to 

I ſhake, of a new and uniform Obedience. 
plea- ¶ Give me a lively Faith, that while I re- 

Let ceive theſe viſible Pledges of thy Love, 
1 the ¶ I may taſte and ſee how good and gra- 
cious my Lord is; that I may be uni- 
ted to thee in a more intimate and in- 
diſſoluble manner; that thou mayſt 
dwell by thy holy Spirit in me, and ſo 
End preſerye me continually by the Power 
of thy Grace, that I may ever live in 
thy true Faith and Fear, and at laſt die 
in thy Favour. I amyfiow before the 
»hich} God, even the God of my Joy and 
, A, Gladneſs: Bleſſed 7eſu, my God, and 
my Lord, grant that upon this ſolemn 
and awful Occaſion of approaching 
"| thee, all vain, impure, and irregular 
call' Thoughts may be baniſh'd out of my 
eme Mind; that while I am in Communion 
dect with thee, the Enemy may have no 
thy Advantage over me, nor any Tempta- 
peniſſ tion approach to hurt me; but that I 
d Ot may be nn taken up with ſuch 
1 2 bious 


142 APreparatiweto- 
pious and divine Meditations as are 
moſt proper to qualify me to appear 


at this holy Sacrament of thy bleſſed 


Body and Blood, and fo, receive the 
ſaving Benefits of it I am unworthy, 
by reaſon of my manifold Sins and Im- 
pieties, of the leaſt of thy Mercies, 
but thou haſt invited me to come to 
this bleſſed Memorial of thy Death, 
and him that cometh with any due 
Preparation of Mind, thou wilt in no 
wiſe caſt out. Be favourable, O Lord, 
be favourable and gracious unto me. 
Unto thee do I lift ar my Soul. 
Amen. 


ter thy great Goodneſs, according to 
the Multitude of thy Mercies, do away 
mine Offences. 

Waſh me thoroughly from my Wick 
edneſs, and cleanſe me from my Sin. 

For I acknowledge my Faults, and 
my Sin is ever before me. 

Turn thy Face from my Sins, and 
* out all . Miſdeeds. 


Have Mercy upon n me, 0 Lord, af- 


| Make 


_ el 


Make me a clean Heart, O God; 
and renew a right Spirit within me. 

Caſt me not away from thy Pre- 
ſence, and take not * holy Spirit 
from me. 

O give me the Comfort -of thy 
Help again, and ſtabliſh me with thy 
free Spirit. 5 
My only Saviour and Redeemer, I 
will not let thee go till thou haſt bleſ- 


led me. 


Speak but the Word, lt 1 Ser- 


vant ſhall be made whole. 
By thine Agony and bloody Sweat, 


by thy Croſs and Paſſion; by thy pre- 
cious Death, Good Lord deliver me. 
Wo 


Immediately before we receive. 


HOU | haſt ſaid, O Lord, that he 
who cateth thy Fleth and drink- 


eth thy Blood, hath eternal Life. Be- 
hold the Servant of the Lord; 105 it 


unto me according to thy Word. 


O Lamb of God, that takeſt away 


* 


3 the 
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144 Areparative to 
. ths Sins of the World, grant me "thy C1 
1 ſp] 
O Lime of God, that takeſt away ni 
the Sins of the World, have Mercy ||| (ci 


upon me. li 
Behold, O Lord, thy 1 fin 

in whom thou art well-plealed. th 

: A 


Aer receiving the Bread. 

ET this thy crucify'd Body, O 1 4 
Lord, deliver me from the Body 

of Sin, that henceforth I may not ſerve 

Sin. ” 
This is the ſpiritual Manna, the 
Bread of Life, which comes down from 

Heaven; grant me thy Grace, O God, 

that by the Strength of it I may be en- 
abled faithfully to do thy Will, and 
walk before thee during the whole fu- 

ture Courſe of my Life, in all well- un 


pleaſing . all 
After receiving the Cup. Ct 


RANT, bleſſed Jeſu, that thy || go 
Blood which was ſhed upon the || wt 
Croſs 


the py gr x45 | 
Croſs for me, may in all the real and * 
ſpiritual Effects of ir, be now commu- 


nicated. to me; and purge my Con- 
ſcience from dead Works to ſerve the A 


living God. 


Hearken, O God, to the Cry of 


thy Son's Blood, which ſpeaketh better 


Things than that of Abel. 


. 4 Prayer of Interceſſ on, whilſt others 


are rec eruing. 


Lmighty and moſt mercifal God, 
Zubo haſt made all Men, and ha- 
teſt nothing that thou haſt made, who 
willeſt not the Death of a Sinner, but 


rather that he ſhould turn from his Sin, 
and be ſav'd, I beſeech for all forts and 


Conditions of Men, that thou wouldſt 
be pleas d to make thy Ways known” 
unto them, thy ſaving Health unto 

all Nations. More eſpecially I pray 
for the good Eſtate of the Catholick 
Church, that it may be ſo guided and 
governed by thy good Spirit, that all 
who profels and call themſelves Chri- 

. ſtians, 


1 146 A Preparatiue is 
ſtians, may be led into the Way of 1 
: Truth, and hold the Faith in Unity of 1 ; 
AY Spirit, in the Bond of Peace, and in 0 
AY Righteouſneſs of Life. In Mercy look e 
Z | down upon that Part of it which thy b 
4 Right-hand hath planted, and hitherto FU | 
2 ; ſo wonderfully preſerv'd in this Nation. I a 
; I Compoſe our Differences, and heal our o 
. | Breaches. Suffer not wicked Men to | k 
= | proſper in any pernicious Deſigns a- he 
q gainſt our preſent Eſtabliſhment, nor de 


to ſet up their Banners for Tokens; but th 
ſtill continue to protect it from all fe 
Attempts both of open and ſecret E- v. 
nemies. Bring into the Way of Truth, Sa 
all ſuch as have erred or are deceiv'd, re 
and lead them in the Way everlaſting wi 
Give to all thy People Increaſe of th 
*Grace, that they may in their ſeveral 8 
Stations and Callings promote thy Ho- Ii 
nour and Glory, the Good of others, th. 
and their own Salvation. Let thy Bleſ. ] H. 
fing deſcend upon all thoſe to whom an 
I have a more immediate Relation, or to 
am under any particular Engagement, | St. 
re, 
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[Here you may name ſuch Perſons as 
are comprehended in this Petition. 


Give thy Grace, O God, to all thoſe 


eſpecially, who are here celebrating that 


bleſſed Sacrament which thy Son in- 
ſtitured in Remembrance of his Death 


and Paſſion. Regard the Supplications 


of thy Servants; make them Parta- 
kers of all the bleſſed Effects of this 
holy Inſtitution, and accept their boun- 
den Duty and: Service, not weighing 


their Merits, but pardoning their Of- 


fences. Bleſſed eſu, our High - Prieſt, 


who waſt facrific'd for us, and whoſe 


Sacrifice is here in ſo lively a manner 
repreſented, intercede for us alſo, that 


whoſoever here profeſſes his Belief in 


thy Death, and in the Merits of it, 
may not periſh, but have everlaſting 
Life. To that end open the Eyes of 


their Underſtanding, and ſanctify their 
Hearts, that they may both perceive 
and know what Things they ought 
to do, and alſo may have Grace and 


Strength faithfully to perform the ſame. 
COM 
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Say 


Grant this, O Lord, our only- vir 


and Redeemer, God from everlaſting 
World without End. Amen. 


A Prayer, with Ejaculations after 


we have recetvV'd the holy Sacra- 


ment, to be #usd in the Church or 
at Home. 


Bleſſed Lord, I have bei the 
holy Sacrament of thy Body 


which was broken, and of thy Blood 
which was ſhed for me; grant, I be- 
ſeech thee, that I may improve the 


Benefits of it more and more to thy 
Honour and Glory, and my own Sal- 


vation; that I may ſtill grow in Grace, 
and in the Knowledge of my Lord and 


Saviour Jeſur Chriſt: that I may go 
on to Perfection; thar I may be ſo 


truly thankful for this and all other 


thy heavenly Diſpenſations, as better 
to deſerve the Contiouance, or if it be 
thy gracious Pleaſure, the Encreaſe of 
thy ſpiritual Favours to me: So that 
thy Loving: -kindneſs and Mercy may 

follow 


th 
hi 


| rhe Lord's-Supper. 149 1 


follow me all the Days of my Life; 
and that I may ever remain in the num. 


ber of thy faithful * elect Servants. 


Amon. 


Praiſe the Lord, O my Soul, whilſt 


T live will I praiſe the Lord, yea, as 


long as I have any Being, will I fing 
Praiſes unto my God. 

Praiſe the Lord, O my Soul, and 
forget not all his Benefits; who forgi- 
veth all thy Sins, and healeth all thy 


Infirmities. 


Who is a God like unto him, that 
pardoneth Iniquity, and paſſeth by 


Tranſgreſſion. 


Ne healeth thoſe that are NEE in 


Heart, and giveth Medicines to heal 


their Sicknels. 
The Lord is full of Compaſſion 
and Mercy, Long- ſuffering, and great 


 Gooduels. 


He openeth his Hand and ſatisfieth 
the Deſire of every living Thing; but 
his Delights are with the Sons of Men. 

For look how high | the Heaven is in 

| - __ -- eompa-. 


* 30 A Preparative 7a, Kc. 
ng of the Earth, ſo great is his 
n towards them that fear him. 
Look how wide alſo the Eaſt is from 
the Weſt, ſo far bath the ſer our Sins 
from 1 . 2 
Surely then it is meet to be faid un- 
to God, If I have done Iniquiry,, I will 1 


do ſo no more. ie 
Thou art my God, and Twill PR 


thee; thou art my God, and I will 
Praiſe thee. „„ 


Now Bleff Ing, Ronde; Glory, and 
Power be unto him that ſitteth 
upon the Throne, and' unto the 

$1; 4 Lamb Jon ever and ever. 
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